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ty-five millions annually; and estimate the expenditures of 
iis Administra nattwenty-lour m'ilions. 

Mr. CLAY luterposed, to say that his estimate was not the 
estimate of Administration. He had only proposed a 
ippeared to Lim to be right, and made his esti 
mate on his own responsib lity sole y. ile begged of the Sena- 

rto separate his plan trom the estimates of the present Ad- 


ministranion, and in speaking of them to consider them as sepa- 
“ee 








scheme wh 








ir. WRIGHT explained, that it was not his purpose to mia- 
represent the Senator. He had shown that the expenditures 


wo years of Mr. Van Buren’s administration, 
1 








\ rene wn in 1859 to twenty-five millions, and in 1840 to 
wo milli ilere was a rapidly decreasing expendi- 

) 
furn now to the new Administration, and see if the ratio of 
is preserved. Mr. Forward says, in page two of his 
I I it (he expendi sot the first three quarters of 184] 


were twenty-four and three-quarter millions, antdthat the last 













































juarter led, ut whole expenditure of the year wouldexceed 
irty-tWo iulions, an increase Of more than ten millions over 
sexpenditures of the preceding year, In this thirty-two mil 
lions it may be sant there are Treasury notes to be redeemed in- 
Cluck yut leaving out the Treasury notes, the jact is at last ar- 
rived at, that the expenditure of the year is twenty five and 
ree-quarter muallt Without talking at ail of Treasury 
net 
Hea tted that the expens »f the Government from to 
dha re ed alarn y This was owing to the surplus 
venue, and it Was only When the appropriations had to be cur 
ileal tan ‘ nea that Congress began to sve the folly of 
t ‘ ie i 1 Dee pu W 
i uimerely met ied these things to show how unfair and 
had been the manner of presenting the expenditures of 
t il tra‘l 
Mr. Wrici red ij many details which will be given 
in ih i rey ( peech here er. One potnt, however, 
Ww howed th he present Secretary of the 
Tre ry, i reply he ca the Senate stated the pub- 
\ March last, to be eight millioas—Treasury 
! : feveryother nding demand included Now the fact 
is that tt Was least a millron of dollars of these Freasury 
s counted inthe emht millions, which was, before the 4h of 
March, ac y peld off, having been taken up at the land 
{ > time is mo LW nceluded in the eig mill 
hh , a part he Fiom the peculiar circumstances 
vider whi the wo atministrations were placed—op 
I rey ‘ iy ' ips 
i y ithe ! ne g 
nd re Vhicl wer 1 1 
el ond NH i 
Het iste i relative positions ofthe | and pre 
Al | ed what had been the real condition 
} ) cc rnmistration expanding from a surplus re- 
v e last (Wo vears ot} rn, and then retrenching 
1 r with an erpty asury, sl ex 
| i i's ¢ dtu li the ratio iis em: barrassmenits 
Notwithstandl re able arguioent of the Seaator from Ken- 
tucky i ‘ ! his Hutions, it had not yet been made ay 
tt ' re viton of the land lit would 
Vv to exce 1 taiff of 20 per cent. he Senator 
; rexpendiiures amounting to twenty-two 
miflious, i es into calcula‘ious to show how that sum 
l »>bem ] se itions | t mes that the value 
f y-} ' ? ts \ exceed minety miiilons for 
t y rist t i 
Mr. W ir here entered into an examir of the\imports 
for a series of years, coming down to 1810 .when the table of 
‘ormmerce tes them atc hundred and seven millions. He 
leslie r»>know whatcit rstane existed w h migith make 
i vy f Ist te 1ioran average of years past It 
certainly could vot be said the ountry was in a condition 





ig ‘hat year, andhe thought 
h to induce the belief that one 
aaverage Ru dog the 








hundred and se 









































nator uf du'y-paying imports at the annual 
rage ( i y ) for some year fo ccme, it 
hid wh i} itthe ty nty per cent of thee YP Der. 
mise act woud be tnacde qua‘e the wants of an economical 
riminists heGevernment. ‘Tw } cent. ov nine- 
\ »>millions, tak asthe duiy onimoports, will vive eightes 
nillio 2vdd the tncome fro lands at thre millions, and that 
ves ft wentv-one and a half to twenty-two millio Now, 
if from the ray ¥ inere expenditures when the Treasury 
is over flow ) f i Treasury, expendi- 
had ¢ lown totwenty lons, What was te pre- 
vent the Gove t n led on suecessfully and 
properly with the reduced rate thus ascertained to be practi- 
W ym \ } not enoue for an eco- 
} ! ment? He, for hi part, 
atis{ 1000 wo amply sufficient 
I = twit | 1G OUOOCD of revenue $22. 900,900 for 
linarv <p itur { Government, @2,000.000 ior re 
pu he debt, ar 2.000.000 fora reserved fond. It had 
yee said the 3 tor {rom New Hampshire [Mr. Weoprury | 
hen atthe head of the Treasury Department, and he (Mr. 
Wricat) himself, had reeom ‘ed a reserved fund of 
G).000, True, t! fav f a veserved fund; but 
if that was o “ollected and ind, they never thought of 
: itt (iit y. 
Mr. CLAYS Line , in his hurried remarks vesterday, 
he hal neclected to state that it was not his expec tion that an 
mulatine f 1 of 000.000 nually would be proper; 
b was | fthat conting xpenses wonld keep down 
eserve ito 10,000 es 
WRIGHT said hat was tutended asa prevision for a 
manent contingent fur iehad notanother word to Say, 
ent thatit wasthen apy sntthe Senators proposition, in- 
stead of being, as it nominally was, twenty-two millions, was re 
lyoneot t four millions, for permarent expenditures 
o} the Government. 


In reference to the resolution propos 





the clause 


if the Distribution act, which provides for restoring the land 
fund, should the 20 per cent. of the compromise act be exceeded, 
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he considered the question on that repeal the vital question of 
the discussion. The Senator himself said, a few days ago, on 





















inother accasion, that the simple question afterall was, whether 
the amount {istribution should be raised by the direct taxa- 
' sf e Sia Governments, or by the more mildexercise of 
he wer of indirect taxation by the General Government It 
is, the it ar admission that the question comes to. this, 
Ww er ( ess shall or shall not use the taxing power of the 
G ral G t st for the purpose of raising revenue to be 
! i States lor Slate purpose 3 
fo pr letax to pay the debts of the States is not to pr 

vi e payment of the debts due by tl eneral Govern- 
' I) taxes are to be so raised for distribution on he pre 
text of being tor the general welfare, are the tto be expend 
ed on a sad wala, and other pury , exclusively fall- 
i w! he funcuonsand dutic {Sate vernment? 





fie read from whe third section of the fourth article of the Cor. 
suitulion the lolowme passage 





The Congress shall have power to d ose of and make all 
eedfu t i regulations respecting the territory or other 
property be igi to the United States; , 
And commented at some nugth on the attempts to torture 
this ciatse into an authoiy tor distribuuion Ile contended 
at if low e maintained by the friends of distribution be 
the sound and constituuional doctrine, the authority of Congress 
is a ‘ r the whole property as over the whole territory; 
and what does result in but leaving at the discretion of Con 
gre imited powers! It removes all bounds to appropria- 
to i caves that power ¢ extensive with the means of ex 
pendl ] anew re of the Constitution, and one 
which, ifo established, will put it out of the power of this 
country isi reproaches in future on the supremacy of Parlia- 
" in Gi Britain, to dispose of the whole property cf the 


But it is said Congress has power to borrow money—and 
i 1 


there is no fimitatio Ile had supposed there was always 

ul ile apy ation to they yinent of pre-existing debts, or 
the common def fthe « ry and general welfare of the 
I mM itse I ic partial [welfare of the States separately 
considered, but the integeral welfare of the Union. Butif this 
power of borrowing money 1s to be extended to the principle of 
bu rowing money to forma fund for after appropriations lead. 
ine » distribution, he knew of no bounds that could be set to 





the powe 2 of ¢ 


neress, 





und it would be idje to talk 
a mala: ces on the action of legislauon 

If: next alluded tothe actof ¢ 
of Virginia to adjust land 


of checks 


meress authorizing the State 
laims on the General Government 
which Congress vound itself ) ind what had been the 
resu Had not this Government already paid an amount, 

















nider that arrangement, ten times greater than any man had 
eve eame It 
This was a proo e folly ‘parating the power oj ap- 
propriat y fi he power of ng it by taxatio 
by Se} i these responsibilines lieldis opened for the 
wildest chaos in Government thatcan be conceived. If itcou!d 
be hat the same Constituency receive and pay, it might 
e proved thatthe only difference would be theexpence of the 
ra But i i ice a stment possible? The least 
: ; proves it is no Phe consumption of imported ar- 
ticles | z duty in this ded eountry, never can be in 
1 rit ) representa population. Some districts will 
cor more in Others, and some Jess. A particular article 
* one ict, andthe people of that district 
\ ixatio Another a s essential, and its taxation 
is res 0 riion of the country ha: a deep interest 
t fa 1 protects ifs Interests; another portion looks 
Ltaxaul asthe vi est stice to its Interests. For 
what xf do we fa his poly the country in the face of 
¢ se 2 at danee Yes, for wha?) To give the people mo 
ney? Thatis absurd. Itis not even an operation by which 
rood 1 alizes the evil; for thereis a cead loss of the ex. 
penses the operation, It is a system which must, if per- 
sisted in, bring about the dest tion of this Union. The mo. 
ment the system comes to be acted upon, Congress will find its 
own actious thrown back upon itself, causing embarrassments 


bevo any Caiculation. li spoke not ol resistance, bat of other 









rreat reason urged forthe adontion of the system at this 
time, is, to relieve the indebted States. No man felt more than 
he did for the condition o! indebted States; vet he felt bound to 
say, the General Government had no right to interpose; the 
power of relief lay i State Governments, which in their 
legitimate f tions are boundto tax the property of the States 
to pay the debis of the Sta or to keep them free from debt 
The Senator had drawn a parallel of a pareat distributir 
his property to his chil tre Why not put the case in its true 
colors, and t e people of the States thatthe real nature of 
the paralle ye, aparent whose income was inadequate to 





uid whose estate Was In debt, going to his 


vaying, “IT will d ibute to you part of the in- 
1 yo ull payit back t . th ¢ 

1shall payit back to me, with as 

money as will refund me all my 


his ex} 
chi Ire nh at ! 
come of my estate, a 
muchiin aidition of your own 1 

Would the 
inifestation of his parental regard? 
stem is once adopted, is there any thing to confine 
Governme distribution of the land 


What, In time, isto prevent a demand from the inte- 


expendiiures in consequence of the operation.” 


Nain of his 


When the sy 





tto the sole 





rests w! greatest profits arise out of protection that a pro 
tective revenue should be raised and distributed, or the iron in- 
tere rany Other interest In succession, making similar de- 
mans, Ull disuibution would reach to any possible amount 
which taxation ld furnish? Tt is not the necessary conse- 
quence, that appropriations will be only asecondary considera: 
tion, the saving ofthe public money for distribution being the 
primary object, a that object subjecting members of Congress 
to influences dangerous enou to prostrate the legitimate pow 
ers of Government, and substitute influences of the most cor- 
rupt and dest ve nature 


Mr. W. showed the effect 


country in foreiga money markets, and asked how would it im- 


ifthe policy upon the credit of the 








prove or sust ecr of ndividual tw the habit of edg- 
ing his estate wheneve e had occasion to borrow money, ta 
give away hisestate, a1 ie o to the customary money lend 
ers, offering them his note instead of his estate for a pledge 2 


What would be the resniti of the individual under 


such circumstances. ha t with regard to this Govern 
mentsince it gaveaway Its estate by the Distribution act. Its 
credit in the foreign money markets shows the consequence of 
such policy. 

The first course of a prudent and wise Government is, to pro- 
yide for its own necessities before it undertakes to be bountilul 


the cas 


een Tresul 















toothers. Itwas just towards itse] 
tors, before lt undertook to be 


. and its credi- 
generous at their expense to 








others 

Which form of the r i sshallbe taken? Shall the Se 
nate consent to repeal ties ein the Distribution act, or reite- 
rate that it was th lition on which the act was passed, 
and therefore 1 nuid repealed? 

Ile had for some ne ijered that the long sessions of 
Congress had become toc otracted And to limit this abuse, 
he knew of no remedy but to the day of adjournment at the 
very outset of the ses 

{Many Senators « i assent, | 

Mr. CLAY, tr ii e one hour rule sir; the one hour 
rule! 

Mr. WRIGHT co that the one hour rule would 
not be so efficacious as 1 ie day of adjournment If every 
member of thes ite Was to indulge in as much talking as the 
Senator from Kontucky, {Mr. Cray,}] and himself, (Mr 
Writ, ) and each was to be eutitled to his hour a day, they 
could easily speak outa much longer session than the longest 


complained of, 

Mr. W. next entered into an examination of other proposed 
reforms, and expressed huis re iess tO £0 as far as any man 
ret ts In Congress, retrenchments 


r department of the Govern- 


in relerence 


in the civil list, and in every oth 


ment 
With regard to tl ry { printing for Congress, he con- 
ceived the best way reaching reiorm, would be to také@ away 





the ; rivilege o 


f locuments. 1 
Congress could not 
v8 
t 


tac t 
prited inatter 


members of 
from Congress under 
rivilege, there would be no occasion found for 
ting of tive and ten thousand copies of public 

dissemination of printed matter was iniu 


their franking 
ordering the pra 
documents 











rious » the publ pr f the coun ry He did not be 
lieve that Congress was difiusing public information more 
effectualiy than the same object could be effected by the public 
press 

Heargued that an increased postage ought to be imposed 
on newspapers and periodical packages in proportion to 
the weight—for they, in addition to the documents from Con- 


gress. were weighing down the 
Post Office Department t 
weight. 

He thanked the Senate for the 
been favored 

Mr. SMITH of I jana, expressing 
subject, and the hour being late, 


The Senate, on motion tou 


mails,and embarrassing the 
y ‘heir enormous Increase in bulk and 


attention with which he had 
a Wish to speak on the 


ct, adjouraed 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WEDNESDAY, March 2, 1842 


The journal of y« y Was read and approved, 





Mr. M. A. COOI troduced to the House the Hon. Mr 
Brack, Representative elect from the State of Georgia, who 
was (ualified and his seat 


DAIL’ 

On leave given, Mr 
resolution: 

Resolved, That on and after Monday next, the daily hour of 
the meeting ofthis House shali be Ll o’clock, a. m. until other- 
wise ordered. 

Mr. MILTON BROWN asked 


adopted of the resoluth 


HOUR OF MEETING 
FILLMORE introduced the following 


the yeas and nays onthe 
; which were ordered, and being taken, 





were: Yeas 123, nays22 
So the resolution w rv rted 
Mr. TALIAFERRO t rfectiy heard by the Re- 





porter) grve notice th: »morrow move a reconsi- 
| that, if that motion failed, 
ffered, move that the com- 
d from the further considera- 
em, as it would be impossible 


deration of the vote taken; 
he would, so soon as opportunity 
mittees of the House be dischareg 
tion of the business referred to 
for them to attend to those duties 

Mr. GENTRY, (on leave given.) from the Committe on Pub- 
lic Lands, to whoin had been referred the Senate bill for the re- 
lief of Clarke Woodruff, reported the same with an amendment: 
which said bi'l was committed. 

Mr. GENTRY moved thatthe House now go into Commit- 
tee of the Whole, for the purpose of considering the bill, (the 
justice and equity of the claim therein provided for, being, Mr 
G, said, undisputed. ) 

Some irregular conversation followed. 

When Mr. GIDDINGS objected to the motion. 

Mr. MOORE mov: i isp 
pose of enabling Mr. Gen 








ns‘on of the rules, for the pur- 
> submit kis motion. 

Mr. GIDDINGS asked the yeas and nays, which were re- 
fused. . 

And the 
the rules. 

Mr. SUMMERS called for the regular order of 

REPORT ON RETRENCHMENT 

The House resumed leration of the unfinished busi- 
ness of the morning hour, being the 
solutions reported fron 
which said resolution is the following words 

Resolved, That, in a ion to the messenger now autho- 
rized by law to be employed by the Clerk, he be authorized to 
emplov two assistant messenger 
allowed to the other messenger 
and one laborer, in lieu the six 
said office 

Mr. BRIGGS moved toam 
“two,” andinserting ' 

After a few exnplina s hetween 
BRIGGS, and SMITH, of \ inia 


question taken the House refused to suspend 


business. 


the consk 


second of the series ot re- 


*t Committee on Retrenchment; 





Pele 


at the same compensation 
in the service of the House, 
messengers now employed in 


{the resolution, by striking out 


Messrs. SUMMERS, 


Thequestion enthea viment was taken, and decided inthe 
negative—ayes 41, noes 82 

So the amendment wast cfeil 

And then the resolution was adopted 

And the third of « ries of resolutions coming up in the 


words following, to wi 
Resolved, That t 
and the same is her 
Mr. J G 
adding, after the word “draughtsman,” the words “and post- 
master ” 


Mr. F believe! that the co 


fice of draughtsman of the House be, 
vy. abolished, 


FLOYD moved to amend the resolution, by 


iwenience of the members would 
be consulted, and a say time effected, by receiving their 
letters through thecity post office, where there was so much 
more force than in the post office attached to the House. 

He had no complaint to make of the present postmaster 
That officer (Mr, F, believed) discharged his duties with 








ing of 


{| 





fidelity; but in these times of reform, he believed it would be 
a satisfaction to that individual to be cut off for the goodof his 
country. 

Mr. HOPKINS suggested such a modification of the amend 
ment proposed by the gentieman from New York, (Mr. 
Froyp.) as wouldembrace all other offices connected with the 
pos' office of this House; which modification was adopted, 

r. H. said that he thanked the gentleman from New York 
for offering his amendment, although he had anticipated him 
in doing so. Sle considered the office not only as requiring an 
liture of public money both inexpedient and unwarranta- 
ble, but absolutely inconvenient to members themselves. In 
corroboration of this statement, he would bring to the conside- 
ration ofthe House a fact within his own, and, doubtless, within 
the knowledge of most of the Southern members. The mail 
arrives here fromthe South about 4 o’clock in the morning, 
and under the present expensive arrangement is delivered to 
usabout 9o'clock at night. It would be far more convenient 
for members to sence a servant, If they cannot ¢o themselves, to 
the City Post Office for their mails. [Some member speaking 
across the hall, | Yes, said 





expe 


tidsome members do that now.} 
Mr. Hf.and by doing so, they get their mails some hours ear. 
lier. Letus ali do so,and we may not only dispense with a 
most useless expenditure, but we shou'd exclude from this hall 
he newspapers, pamphlets anJ letters which engross the time 
andattention of gentlemen, and call them off trom those legis- 
lative duties which we have been sent here to perform. 

Should the amendment prevail, it will result in a saving of 
perhapssome eight or ten thousand dollars per annum, and, in 
times like these, whatever is calculated to lessen the public Lur- 
dens without real detrimentto the public revenue, chaJlenges 
the favorable consideration of all those who sympathise with 
the people in the embarrassments which now pervade the land. 
He admitted that this might be regarded asa small matter, 
but it is by the aggregation of many smal! matters that our 
expenditures have so far outgrown the business and population 
of the nation, and unless abuses be attacked and remedied in 
detail, his experience as a member of this House satisfied him 
that they would never be remedied at all. 

Let not gentlemen, he said, who are the friends of 1eform, 
wait for other schemes, or postpone this subject to a more 
convenient season, for the time to make reform is far less im: 
portant than the reform itself; and, so far as this subject is 
concerned, now isthe hour, now the time. He confessed he 
felt the more solicitude to see this expense dispensed with, 
from athorough conviction thatit is worse than useless, 

He appealed to gentlemen, then, to give up and relinquish 
this expense. The people have honored us with their confi- 
dence, and pay us liberally forour services. They have cheer- 
fully paid for the transportation of our mai! matter, and with 
this we should, he thought, be sontent. Let us abolish the post 
office of this House, and if the Senate will not consent to fol- 
low ourexample and abolish the other, for one Lam ready to 
take the responsibility of refusing them the means of paying 
the expense We hold the purse strings, and if no other 
alternative be left us, my word for it, the people wil] say to 
us, hold on to the purse. 

But, Mr. Speaker, whilst this is a subject which comes direct: 
ly home to ourse/rves, and challenges, for that reason, the ap- 
probation ofall of us who intend to pracuse upon our precepts, 
Icannot but fear that it will bedefeated. If itshould, let gen- 
temen who defeat it. hereafter devote their zeal and eloquence 
to other topics than economy, retrenchment, and reform, and 
if the people be content to bear the expense of ten or fifteen 
thousand dollars per annum for having our mails broughtand 
laid upon our mahogany desks, that we may sit in our maho- 
gany, cushioned chairs to read them, instead of devoting our 
whole time and attention to our legislative duties, then I have 
only to say, their will, not mine, be done. 

The SPEAKER here inquired of Mr. Summers if he accept. 
ed the amendment as a modification of the resolution? 














ol it. 











Mr. SUMMERS suggested that he wasaware that several gen- 
tlemen had amendments which they desired to offer; and he 
hoped that the resolutions reported by the committee would be 
acted upon seriafim in the first instance, and that then any ad- 
ditional propositions which gentlemen might desire to submit 
should be offered, He did not think that the question of the 
abolition of the post office came fairly within the scope of the 
resolution under consideration, which was simply to provide 
for the abolition of the office of draughtsman 

There was, however, a subsequent resolution reported by the 
committee which had reference tothe post office, and where 
the amendment would, at all events, be more appropriate than 
here. 

Mr. HOPKINSasked the yeasand nays on the amendment; 
which were ordered 

Mr. BOWNE desired to inquire whether the postmaster was 
not wanted to distribute stationery; and, if so, whether some 
one would not have to be employed, and whether any thing 
would be gained by the adoption of the amendment? 

Mr. FLOYD said that if the postmaster distributed sta- 
tionery, he did it merely asan agent of the Clerk; and the 
same thing could be done by any one of the agents of the 
Clerk. 

Mr. HOPKINS. Aclerk may be ne to do it. 

Mr. BOWNE said that, by the adoption of the first of the 
series of resoiutions, the numerical force of the clerks had been 
so reduced ag that hose who yetremained would be employed 
constantly without reference to this business. It would, there- 
fore, be necessary to emply some other persons; probably, to 
be sure, it might be dene at a small expense; but, in his opi- 
nion the reform would be a very small one. 

Ile was disposed to go the whole length of reform. He wished 
to see that principle carried out wherever it could be done with 
some practical efect and benefit. It had been said, that if re- 
form did not commence here it would not commence at all. He 
did not think so, He believed that there were places where re- 
form could be practically and advantageously effected. But a 
mere desire to have a show of reform on paper, he was not in 
favor of; and this plan of aiming atthe postmaster or a few 
clerks who were engaged in hard labor, serving the members of 
the House and serving the public, appeared to him to be a sort 
of picayune business. There were matters,-he repeated, in 
which real reform might be eflected—such a reform as the peo- 
ple would feel. But he had a higher regard for the inteiligence 
of the people than to suppose that they could be deceived by 
the show of reform merely. He did not desire gentlemen to be 
too eager—too over-zealous—he did not wish them to did into 
matters which were rather small, and by means of which no 
real or substantial good could be effected. 

Mr. BRIGGS was opposed, he said, to the amendment; be: 
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ce of postmaster to be highly neces- 


Mr. BR. asked the Clerk to read one of the resolutions—that 
hich related to stationery—in orde iat the House might see 
utiles were assigned t) this officer under it 



















Clerk here read the 8th resolution of the series reported 
by the committee, ] 
Mr B. proceeded t uld thus be sec yat, in 
rddit to the present Lies imposed cr e postinaster, the 
imittee proposed to to him the duty of keeping an ac 
nt of the st delivere peach member, &c. Tf the 
{(4e committee as [ | ' 


ion, they must, as the get 
had i 





iad justiy ‘remarked, p 
duty, if off of p 
the nt er of cle id already been re 
ie lowestnumber to whic . in h 
idgment, t a cou fuced, in justice to the |} ness of 
» Louse.) the ld not charge them with this addi- 





il business i ion of the office o postmaster we uld 
attended with an inconvenience so creat as to be felt imme- 
diately by every member of the House. He honed he ¢ amend 

me wou! — p revail. 
- EVERE’ suggested (a the Rey 


rier understoad) the 


aan in me substitute before tie House abo 
of postmaster. In his view that 
cessary to the convenience of the 





ITH thoughtif their predecessor 
Fates er, they ought to di 
vas said that 1t was necessaryto hav 
ye the postmaster wi ( 





appolnted was it fou 
ltute? The truth was, the m 











iv embers 
isfarashis experience went, were too ttle ir 
waiting on themselves. lie conceived there woul 
ficultyin the distribution of ther Gocument 
joubtthat a very efficient economy inizht 
astonished to hear any gentleman on tl i object to 
his retreneiment, because it was asmalf matter. It was by 
ms that the expenditures of the country bad been swollen uj 


til they excited the astor 
srusted the amendment would be ¢ 
r. CAVE JOHNSON thought, 


resolutions of the ¢ mittee Gown with preposi alter | 





ntof the whole people. Ife 
f ed 









ya tion, the Hous f he whole object in view Le 
ibject-matter of t t lits arr ements der 

»ythe Investigation, and h vote cheertully toi v 
ze yr reform wl ippeay ype 

Mr. HOPKINS he was very willing to protract thi 
e; but notwithstanding his ance, 





irow himself once more upon the kind 
mnmittee, to say a word ertwo in reply to nai f : 
gentleman from New York, (Mr. Bowne ] That gentleman 


had thou 





y his colleague as contemplating a yune velori rid 

seemed to intimate that those who adv ued it did so fy 

lesire to appear on paper as the friends ofreform. Now, s 
1 Mr. iH ) l des re to say ' it ar 1 

which I have preserve 1 for the regulation olf n j 
ict, is to practise here upon the proiessions which Lhave ever 














madetothose whose servant | am proud to be; and whilst he 

rofessed to entertain as much respect for the inte ence ofthe 

ple aa that gent does, he wasready toa e their le 

t, whenever the tleman may choose to invoke it, upon 

propriety ofthe ataendment which he has thus characte 

rizet. My desire (said Mt. H.) is sot pear On paper as to 

ractise upon my precepts, and he wa ady to at ever 

f $3 constituent 2V ewhich i ild Give upol 
piestion under considera‘ion 

I do sir, profess to be in any Cegree indillerent to the ap 

| vilon and good opinion of my ¢ liuents. No, sir; there 


leration more dear 
is tothe motives of his conduct here could either | 


earthly consi 


























t ' i i Sen 
ir that feeling, or deter him from the faithful performance 
3 duty t He had lo tho. and ¢ thought 
the post ¢ of this House might be abolished wiihout 
m to the public service; and entertaining that opinior 
he should vore for the amendment, and should be gratific: i 
sOpuion. 
Mr. CUSHING idit was admitre! on all hands thar 
was 3atisfaction with the postmaster, a 1 the menner in which 
isel “dt duties. The question, therefore, had no- 
7 | mal in t (Was si ly a question of economy 
1 was called, x cy. on the part House, and 
ich it was t woolish tie of 1 postma rot 
s House 
Chere were, as gentt : roew, Certain mechanical la 
to be done at they lice Hedid not understand 
san fron New York (Mr. Ft Ja roposins t . 
labors himself. Some one therefore, had vet tol , 
It was proposed t to pay the postmaster to de 
to abolish that of tan inee they had vet ta nav some 
e supposed the reform wo turn Out to be nethi 
1. And the question now turned to be, whether t} 
¢ should be paid for here, or paid for at the other end of the 
In this vi Mr. C. strongly opposed the amendment. Theis 
’ tuents, he said, did no te 





ill facilitie roper to che 

















\V mthe same principle, in p 
wn 1 
' linners? : 
Ivo it was 
yr of their din Ing Of theif upor 
vers 
He admitted that there’was another question here—the ques 
1 of refor And what wa vat? | just w talw 
vl been when ex a ss10ns Were attempted tn f 
eit wctice Paey begu y visiting thet regard for the 
thlic goodoua few poor , and th he matter et 1 
He believed with the gentleman from spa ork, [ Mr. Bowne, 
vat, if economy was the real desire of this House, this was not 
rue field 
Asageneral rule, that was a just economy which exnend 
1 money for worthy objecis; andall other economy he repu 
vial j 
Mr. GORDON was in favor, he said, of the ame nent. It 





lid not follow that if the office of postmaster we 
with, the House would have to employ any body else. The very 
reason on which the amendment was hased was, that the nost 
master Was an unnecessary Officer—thatthe House ought not 





spensed 





















to employ him; that he ought not to be paid at the public e 
pense. 

The g ntleman from Massachusetts [Mr.Cuswinc} had said 
that the members might as weil be calle 


own boots, wash their own clothes, or ¢ 


black their 


wh dinners, 





as perform the mechanical labor sought to be imposed upon 
then But who, Mr. G. would ask, paid for a 


Mr. ¢ USHING (Mr G,. yielding the floors ) 


these thing 





explained. He said that upon a | these proy ec retreoch 
ments in the House he, Mr. C. was willing to meet the gentle- 
men from New York He Mr. C. was realy at any timeto 


vote fora bill 


yabolish both the pay and mileage of Mem 
bers of Congres 




















t 3, if che country desired it, he was ready 
toro ; 

Mr. GORDON resumed Tie gentleman told the Tous 
what he was willing to ’o hereatter.. The House we = now en 
gazed oF maiters of practi 1! retrenchme I re;orm He 
(Mr. G ) wanted to see what the gentleman would do { 
what } ould co hereafter. The “race was not tot 
nor the battie tothe strong;’’ and they would see wh { 
hold out the longest in pursuing what the gentleman had 
t leased to cali “a phantom. 

Why should they have a post office | } Was there not 
one in the city of Washington not only for the citizens, but for 
members of Congress?’ In other cities, mer either had to 
go to the post office for their letters, or to pay the penny post 
ani! were members of Congress to enjoy pecuilar privicege "i 
advantages superior to the people at large Must they have 
servants for which they must not , but Ww were to be 
charged to the people? Now posed that each should 
pay the penny post for himself, to carry their ers, as they 


paid for blacking their boots, or cc oking the 
Mr. CUSHING Acreed., 
Mr. GORDON proposed to retain the two clerks, because he 
thought they were necessary; 
master because he conceived 

















reason why he ed power the clerk to em 
ploy two deputies was, that he wished power to be retai 

ed by the House; but he was not to oppose all reforms because 
he opposed the discharge of two useful ! necessary clerks 
and he wisiied to know why members of Congress were to be 
privileged with a special post office. Were gent » idle 
to walk to the post office,in a central position in! He 





thought a little — would 
tele ‘tually and] hys illy 
ticular branch of re fe wm, 
items of reforn 


be benefi them, bath in 
These were h this f ar- 


ind when they came to the large 











o} ‘ } 
ed they should at an early period of 


the challenge of the get 





thisse ym. vould mee 
Massachit 
Mr. MOK 


itieman from 


jeetis 


3A NN (remarking that some gentlemen secemedto 











be under the erroneous impression that the post office of 

recent origin) called for the reading of the note to ru! of 

the edition nubli fat the commencement of the prese ‘ 
which wast is ik ‘ 

“Immediate! er the orga ation of (iV nent under 
the present Constitutior room was set apartin the Capitol for 
the reception and distribution of er | to and 
from Members ofthe House, without an order vu € 





and was called the Post 
D orkeeper at 1 his ass 
epecial allowance was m 
penses of this ¢ 
master The office « contin ril 4, 
when an order was passed, as above, forthe appolntment of a 
Postmaster by the House itself” 

Mr. MORGAN (obvervi heat the Hy f this dehate 
wascontinued, would seon spe as muc') mone 
iry of the postmaster would amount to) moved tke previous 
question, 
But the morning 
moved that the House 
Whole on the state ot the Union 

But the mo‘ion was waived for the moment, to enable 

The SPEAKER te lay before the House the following com. 
munication: 

A message from the President of 11 








hour having elapsed, Mr 


resolve 


FILLMORE 
itself into Committee ef the 








e] States, in answet 
to a resolution of the House of the 2 nary, stat! he 
was ‘“‘not informed of the extstence ofany official opinion of the 
late Jndge Tohnsonon 1 unconstitutionaliy ofthe act ay acts 
of the State of South Carolina upon the su *t referred to in the 





resolution;? which was laid on the table 
Also, acommunication fromthe Governor of t 
Towa, enclosing a joint resolution of the Conneil a 
Representatives ofsaid Territory, on the subject of 
of the northern koun 
breed Sac and Fox reset 
Terriori 
Also, a report from the Secretary of Srate, as to whet} the 
printing and stationery of the Department have been furnished 
der contract. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the IT mise a Commut 


Territory of 

Touse of 
larv ofthe tract of country called thé hal 
vations; which was referred to the Co 
mittee on the 





icatior 
from Mr Morrow, now confined to his | by e'ckn € asking 
to be excused from further service onthe Commi 1 Public 
Lands 
By unanimonsconsent, Mr. M. oxcnsedd 
Tho SPEAKER also laid before | ie ok sai 


from Mr Th 


rdering the suspension of 


ymas Allen, In rep! (9 a reaolniion if the House 
further work on the 7 
Oth census 

On motion af Mr. SNYDER, the communiec: 
claims. in substance, that Mr. Allen was executing 
ler alaw passed D 








mher I, 1 , andin y Irsuance of an ex 

isting contract) was read 

Mr. G. DAVIS moved the reference of the communic ’n to 
a’select committee, 

Mr. PROFFIT moved tha’ it be printe 

M: GAMBLE rested tha comminica h a 
takethe same direction as treceived on af 1 1y fron 
Messrs. Blair and Rives, referring to the san ihiect. 

Mr. MED LL moved that the commnnication be referred to 


the Cominittee of Clains 


And, after a few remarks from Messrc. G. DAVIS and 
CUSHING 
The question was taken, and the nmunication was refer- 


redto the Committee of Claims 
On motionof Mr. ADAMS, the report of the Secretary of 
State. (heretofore received.) on the subject of nvintine. dee 
wae referred to the same committee 
The following bil!s from the Senate KER’S table. 
were puton their first 1 


i rea ‘Tred 
An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to auJit and 





and secor 











ot 
on 
| 
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settle the accounts between the United States and David Gel- 
ston, formerly Collector of the port of New York. 

A resolniion to authorize the equitable settlement of the ac- 
counts of George Whitman. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Prices of Massachusetts in the chait,) and resumed the consi- 
deration ofthe bill making appropriations for the civil and di- 
plomatic expenses of Government for the year 1842, 

When the committee rose last evening, the pending question 
was on an appe: ltake nby Mr. G. Davis from the decision of 
he Chair, by which the following amendment to the proviso 
ppended tothe loth tem of the bill had been de- 

f order, on the ground tha. it proposed a 

change in the existing law 
all other jol ) printing binding, and stationery. in any 
way touching the De partments, or any ‘business conn ected with 
them, shall ia like manner be let in the same way by the officer 
having the charge of the same; and the laws of the United 
States, and adve rtisemé nts, and other printiig pertaining to 
the public service, to be done in any newspaper, shall be printe a 
and published in the newspaper or newspapers of the place 
where such publication may be made having the largest num- 
er of subscribers, to be verified by the affidavit of the editor 
or editors of the paper making such publication, and also of the 

' such other papers as may propose to make the 














ired to be out o 














ed, further, That nothing herein contained shall 
be constr il the provision of any exist ing law which 
authorizes the Secretary of Srate to diseontuuue the publication 
of the laws in any newspaper for cause, and which forbids 
again the employ ment of the proprietor of any newspaper so 
discontinued to publish the jawsof the United States.’ 

And the question now recurring, “shall the decision of the 
Chair stand asthe judgment of the committee?” 

Mr. ATHERTON observed that before the committee rose 
last night, he made the attempt to get the floor, in order to say 
a few words on the decision of the Chair, which he deemed 
erroneous, and which was most important inits bearings and 
effect, and if tained, would operate mostinjuriously.in pre- 

utary reforms by way of amendment Be ceuld 

hardly concur in the opinion ex; ressed by the gentleman from 

Ohio, that they were all now perfectly free from party feelings, 

when he adverted to the fact, that on a quesuon of order, party 

topics had been brought into the discussi mn. Te certainly 

should any thing of that cha- 

criminaiiens and recriminations 

ne introduced in the debate I hie question waa 

not whether they could more conventently or more speedily 
! 














venting ails 











’ “Ca 
vb the present OCcasicn, say 


ninent on these 








ass this bill, if they sustained the decision of the Chair, than if 
ev reversed that decision. It might be much more conve. 
i was concerued, if they had no right 
ie Whole to off r amendments, or to discuss 
the questions before it at all; but ho would ask if that would ba 
with the objects of a free Coverninent, or with that 
cha Committee of the Whole ought to pursue when 
bout te propriate mo: taken from the people by 





the House required tha 
idered is Comn 
th t 


allappi opria« 
rittee ofthe Whole House. 
bills of this description may be 
d discussed. Thisd iscussion was not 
ssand unavailing, but remedies were also to be ap- 
the redress and prevention of ¢€ vils, and of course all 
amendments were tobe introduced preventive of waste in ex 
penditures for lecitimate objects, and prohibiting expenditnres 
for such objects ag were useless, 

He would inquire in what did an appropriation bill difir 
from any other bill? Might not any amendment be offered to 
an appropriation bill that might be offered to other bills, except 
so far as prohibited in the rules? This being admitted, what 
was the object of the prohibition in the rules with re gard to 
amendments to genera! appropriation bills? It was to guard 
the Treasury—to Jimitexpenditures—to prevent appropriations 
from being introduce 

} 




















linto them, except for objects authorized 
by law. But because there was a prohibition that the commit. 
tee should goin one direction—that of an increase of expendi- 
lid not follow that they could not go in another direc- 

tion, and limit expenditures, and guard the public Tieasury. 
On the contrary, the spirit and meaning of the rule itself pointed 
out the course for the committee to pursue, viz: that the 

shonld not increase appropriations, except for semanas 
rzcd by law, but that they might :egulate, limit, and restrain 
expenditure. If the amendms Was fr rtine nt, then it was in 
order, unless expressly prohibite: od by the rules. Now, he would 
ain ask, if there was any rule of the House or of parliamen- 
tary law, which declared it to be out of order? 1t did not origi- 
nate expenditure, it did not go to increase expenditure, nor did 
itcontemplate an expenditure for objects not authorized by law. 

Then the question of pertinency was the only one remaining to 
“ttled. 


The gentiem 
to put his ob} 






tures 






























an from Massachusetts |[Mr. Ccsmine] seemed 
tlons on this ground. and to argue that the object 
of anappropriation bill being to mi appropriations for ob- 
jects authorized by law, the committee had no right to do ant’ 
' er whether they could increase or diminish the 

Now, if that wasthe oniy function the com 
, they were nothing more than an re ma 
c' ine, and he dared to say that a machine might be made some- 
thing like Babbage’s Calculator, which could draw, amend, 
and pass appropriation bills, on such principles, with asm uch 
rapidity and accuracy as any bo lyofmen. According tothesa 











1 
7 
i 





thing but cons) 
app ropriations 
mittee had to pefori 





1 

















principles, the same thing as he (Mr. A.) heard a voice sug- 
gesting, mightbe done by steam, if all yoo could do, after 


having ascertained that the law authorized an 
tion, was to squareit according to the jaw. 


assurmp'lon was correct, 


appropria- 
If the gentleman’s 
t would not be in order to move to 
strike out appropriations because the law required thatsucha 

exlary should bepaidto any paiticular officer, and, therefore, 
they were bound to give the mone y- He could 8 vw, in any 
point he could view the s on agree that the privilege 2s of the 
Committee of the Whole should be thus narrowedand con. 
° ned to’ meré registration of the edicts of a prior Congress. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts referred to instances in 
in which he thonghtthis principle, if established, would work 
neonveniently; and said that they might gointo the Post 
Office Departmeat, and make provisions against the frank- 
‘ z privilege. This, said Mr. A. has already been done, 
arida law was now in force in relation to that subject, engraft- 
ed on an appropriation bill, at the instance of a gentleman from 


¢ 











Pour ae 




















Pee 
. 
:. 

















276 CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 

























































+ 






























































soa Eaeoee Senay nainaageenitanSaSeE SS eee eee 
Massa Phis was before the adoption of the ru | s WW : Chair | The HATRM AN replied that it wasnot. An amendmentto 
t j } ithe ba Ss! 2 W i j | ana I ent W 31 W pe ; " 
ing K pre tures, have bee made, at in | Mr. SNYDER vesi , P : new she oh ) fer 
i iwains ‘ i t t > é 1 oy ead, a " f i ification of the pending 
‘ indes be ofe Mr. Gol | i pul foliow 
' I i preventing approy t Lin nentof Mr, D | ag ; Drage is such printers 
tro athat were potsa ’ WwW, al I itt ( | 1 pr el ewspapers i y tO, and 
r é mn regujating or limiu expenditure r FILL . t a V Hy} per Ane . ! i > 
Buti w , tthisar v ) McKEON vel he met | j CHAIRMAN «+ ( was no W 
eva t ‘ i an ex 1 v = V pein ! Atri¢ { i| l - 
Ww lie va e rule ofthe blo xO ariiam tl ‘ “ ] i i | ‘ 4 mn i 
which pr un? Where « lar found wii Uhie j , { ( i “tessa pe a W 
ared tha y j not ind ' 1a Ny j yew \ j 1] y ha I 
( eo al any law whatever W wa ! I rsub | j “y ¢ \w i atl he 10 
egisiall I. Wa ’ r ais ¢ i thi " » i} »e21 | t y azree W ! V i per an praise 
Sia ) wes from hap; ‘ would py ypa il \ i; W y i ! ‘ him was th) 
is ake pla ] ! Mr. GORDON i’ he | er 1] reé \ ( i sap rté = ie 
Wi ’ ali riot ! 4 8 Cc. ! 1] , i = ee 
e ab e « 4 ‘ W ex t ‘hi KEON i} i t ! 
. ) Vir. ( DAVI- y Npiy 1 \| i c t 
; iv T i iit ' * ' | ; 
reviou han t i i i I New \ ly. Meeks i l rele 
ating t i uiatlo Dy ( C 1 f y , ! 1 
H knew 4 ha t \ i ion t 1} | Lhon li ‘ j 
Ww ! ma i ( lites \ Mr. BV! ee t} eq 
al il Wa I ) i i y ( v l | I re en 
1 f he W t i y J ; f : i | 1} : i h prepar 
) ia true i Ww ' i i . 1} j . f 
i { 4 y i iid Mr. A. 4 t Ir. I v | f ti y } ey we 
y i isi tsaiary, t ( prevent you ; Gu I il I | I ) W t I 
minishio it : } i Depar fi \ . he theref 
l d v er we Whi ropria ny, or, ifa ] el 1} vas . \ " t wher j 
’ t t 
wWihia i t ! l¢é y ¥,1 I iwl I i bette i j i 
| itler u i 1au s yi Depart i| ) e1e¢ Wet I i opy e } ica 
\ k a Visi f the Jaw ) ‘ ) i “ 7. 
‘ pi f enditutl he money, er tha eob : ey f \ 1} Sev THicipies at 
j j iry, LO aris id ¥ SY “ pul y 1} a ; 
ply cor! ive a t im ! ac ) appr 1} 5 Mil ( =} a. A r papers ul 
piiatio { Vi Wi 1 }) badpr ! i VO years ag 
is t n here is eve I r than the cases to w h \ i } wi t he B 
i et An apprepriauion t reasked for the « j fy C ut iH } R ‘ = > ive 
tiurt hes Depar t There »lawr liri j i z } ‘ I i i tee tl ook 
. nt I ’ ‘ t is no ven it } ture ul } vy i 1| 1 i idi t eN 
fa propriation for u Hicer fixed by W | was ! l W | hi ‘ i ya he 
J [ in maki i lon fora conti { i ¢ I t \ pects | rs i sof cein thi ma 
fund, v t rizhtto nu \ } I u I | t 1} I Hi ] ' I D nent on the 
\ he wa r misapplicati el vt | ma I ‘ he t 1 i Jobn For 
it se hat for mi »sU he « ve DP | RY > = i y him to 
he ¢ pot only pat its powel | { t 1 pore 1 1] Mr. \ ; N juit \ r, in his 
stultify itself | G ‘ Ma i 1 | Mr. I printing, & 
tle w merely, in additio » what had bee 1 ref | ) \ WV t \ io Pp ‘ ‘ had | ‘ 
ca l i { isi 4 W i ma | i \ el {| | } | t had had yr 
yt ri I avy j pu ‘ fa j l \ |! ( it revente 1 
v, W sideratlo lid I Nor ( | vad } i} A t iv ) Sy 1 
tlered et “ N ! He | 7 | jusuce w \ { friends 
5 Via W ’ na ion to tl | tw ' | Mr. ¢ Y bal I 
I 1 f ael i hea M | Mr. PROFPTT f li \| f 1) i ft 
; Mabie ad ! ! I 1 t i pel ther 
; = ait a K. \ re ‘ae 1} ' i ! at enaia 
It ! 3 y Oj ) ye AY: 1 i ie y 3 | } i ' i pou Mt the Gover 
‘ y Lo ria i f ior \ i | | i} mic { 3 ! ) rion y 
‘ 1 mike i I fons tor na | I \ i v { \| ‘ ! 1 nend u 
i lav iwWs wel! ipa 1 | a y ( | . i I ’ arate | press 
tely ii YT} } lin and y ! 1] i marry » anotk for 
wa far t i iiouse was « I 1 posed to give adver. |] vy i G ! t be unwis 
‘ ‘ uti eca i law | er |} i ere ! n the public 
Mr. EVERETT here rv ha is wa a el | ) I aul i hat w | 4g ’ ‘ { ! ould. There 
i : ‘ ‘ , ¢ x | v ! nument 
Mr. ATHERTON replied that it wa e that mu was 1 1 } i 1 Ir, MOU N ( ibout $14 000 
i app lath j it he would ask the { i 1 Why. it w t “ } i 1 ; pat f . a circu 
what dist wn between a general appropria- | fli { Sia ( y ti e United State A copies 
tion! and any other apy riatlo af pt ma t lie w g } patr e Go | Ww r \ as § ) y 
t and where wa I which prohi la mei er ‘ ul ped Ww i \| ‘ c i 
! , ral appropriatt bill that: ! mad } id } were |e nN } w ils t Vspaper i PY 
any other pithe rule preve y the introducti el Mr. BOTT v itisfied that if i ] a entire 18 
i ny appropriatio ra t not authorized ‘ at i { j r. «it 1 [y { tt Madiso- | | i Ws ewspapel if DY ey could red 
It followe he very nature of the rule, that they mig! 1 ni i woe pages were covered over Wi t- propria ! use | 6O to $15,000. In re 
regulate, li ‘ merol ¢ i that they 1 t i | ts from pP Oitice Depart rming a rect la »the ma i uiverti int paper o which the 
ul Preasury, i ! Zz, in short, to secuie a | po ket map of the post offices inthe 1 ates, they W 1 | y i Vi Mr. Be ! referred, that was 
fa and economical ex of the 4 lie ey y | set e me ' 2 cor! lon he abuses now pra ed t | ‘ i 1 it was of no use to ] 
inv amendm rtine t ctunder considerati | relativ is | This ise! t.1 pear 3 | t i . . 
Mr. SMITH \ inia was t posed to trespass on the | ) continne e! etime of its insertion to '4th ril, Mr. G. HW AVIS ace ul ered by Mr. Bort 
time of ul Il e, but wished to make a single remark In | J842,in a paper which he understood had ab« € 1un- | and rd ' i san me 
is3¥, upo su a bi i i a Proposition similar to thre { bscribe Wey ere centiemen Wo ¢ ud } t | Ni MORGAN red a il I to 
before littee, Was offered and adopted In t | this system < nand extravagance? lis | ing | ment ri } ine me a 
mat g appropriations the V and matic expe " ve ’ | 1 Isa 3s Ther W wo I || j Vi part or this apy ra stha eapy 
the Gov é rl i tothe cla for compiling and print rit i ! 1. 1] pay t for | t iW papers In any State or 
i he Bu ul iit I i was added requiri i f | ( y y || Territory, and t a rWS AUMNOLIZI sucii publications | 
he m ! and itlonery each of the Exec \ | a is Was 1 rt i ' it was | | ! vi t 
Departm ruld b r lby contra be ad | } pind " Aly ! ’ | M -OFFII i 1 th 
forint } i Apel li 1 ntton of the H } i ! ht be 1 i i } { || 4 j i . 
to this fa y tha tha re the | s | | il W plan am f suct ne now | j wes a fee ; 
repudiate V d ion of the Cha en re ised ( every ' i I 1 th it wv t nece | I CHA! iA t it was dey ¥ the decisior 
lacte " I is amendment was in it rely | sary to conti ' el nts i Madisonia stina \ mimi , in Which his decision to the contra 
was in | ow The ae 2 from Lust iMr | nher par ! v ry si | eve ; 
Crsuin {that if amendments couldbe | Ile lo he ameadmer rovice that Mr. PI iT ihen gave notice that he sl 1 move to re 
t f vould becor aperte he | ich priotl i riismi nts ill 3 ’ be 1 red | pea ] iW e post ofhce and other laws, and 
He. Mrs vt be y inconvenience of | re tl ha | when deeme 1 ne wy. al \ im tt . : a 
WwW j S @& coutl y ieved that the adopu { he ¢€ en WwW } is! | ul | M P. mov i i@ Coinni e rise; which motion pre 
principle w 1 be t veola uletfect. The nend- Mr. HOPKINS t 1 to wu » modify “ ‘ 
merit \ lw ol the law, but simply to ume ts v ha pay \ hs TI ( i prog 
€ 1 Secretary of State Did this pr : « ' sar ‘ ra ypers interne r try | M CUS : re 
posi we v »the eck ry of State D | irculaiuo Pay pi 
guy s \ { } “ wv that | M KOTTS ) 2 aie , 1 MAK. SpS W aes A 
8 r erta No. ] ply pro Mr. FILLMOR 1 1 a Ha iJ | niatives to he ong 
- oe ; eee : ee : ‘ icated 7 3 & My “NYP R Fa ipo oN oe 
shall j Was oO! i | i f B ‘ analy very - f } Mi ae iG j iC t the resolutic 
the iw ! ! rial l el i m \ ' i ! n ‘ nee e r&b a sia \ ” ae nu eru es I r its rece ptic 
it W ! , ) | ic Dena ) a t I ’ i Mr. SNYDER 1Mr. LEWIS siz neously) asked the 
I v 5 ( ha ul it ( i t i ( ¥ f yeasa 
a way M ~ ida. said 0 hy he # 1 } ‘ yi vn ) | Mr. TURNI Y: ed i t I lo now adjourn; ar 
that { Was W , mul Ne to l it y pply } ; 
vers \ ‘red at m I . ‘i P 
the ‘ K ‘ At a proper ti he shor | Bu " ly I ea cane 
show why he tt ht : ; Let us, said he, haye a ¢ He | W wn State, t f } 
neral bill ‘ ; | wws Wer 1 Eve ( ’ iN ENA 
After some ret c Messrs. MERIWETHER aud G was also pri paper. 1 es sl Turrspay, March 3, 184 
DAVIS, | icity ¥ rt _ ao san ! isan . Mr. CLAY pi ed a petition si by a number of glass 
An urgent ap} 1 was ude to ft committee by M it rue W t v thi ise Was to ¢ oil the f l manufacture in the State of Pennsylvania, praying for 2 
CUSHING (wht roy ssiu!) thatthe question 1 | t as it was sary 


be taken without furt debate ; : | 
The CHAIRMAN stated the grounds of his decision iia 





ic yn foreign Window glass: referred to the Commi 


Also presented a memorial from John Zug, of the city of 
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Baltimore, comp!aining of the abuse of franking privileg 
by membeis Of Congre relerred to the Cur ee on Lhe 


Post Office and Post Roa 





Ou mouou of Mr. TAPPAN it was o1 é it the petl I 
f Jacob Slye, pra rto be allowed j Ou é it 
injury received wile ins the service of the Unned Sta 
re‘erred 10 Comimitet Pe 
Mr. BUCHANAN pre ef a memoria huylki 
county, Pean yiventa, and a r rom 
lifferent sections of Unat Sta i tivo ie 
manufactures: relerred to ( " mi M ire 
Mr. WHITE pr ed a 4 : 
of Indiana, prayt y ec i l irve 
public Jands: relert the Committee on Put 

Lands 

Mr. SIMMONS pr l { r of citi 
zens of Rhode | vin ra 1 1 
trict: referred to Com ( 


Also, pres ed i i ious frum Leg lire 
Rhode Island, pass { a ! { i 


s sa . } 

» home industry, i fen yoo e doctrines 0 e 
trace as a ld at ! iol i rrea , e Com 7 
Manufacrurs 

Mr. MILLER presented a pe in from 154 ladi f Rahway 
in New Jersey asking thatan a luty may “Lup 


imported ready-made clothsag: referred to the Commit 
Manufactures 

Also, prese ed a memorial { i 
praying indemnity for carryine the mail: reteored 1 
mittee ou the Post Vifice and Post Roa 

Mr. BARROW presented the resolutions of the Les 
of Louisiana with regard io private land cla 
in favor of their speedy adjustment: rejerred to the { 
on Private Land Claims 
Also, presented tie joint resolution 
14, relative to the aggressive policy Brith 
ticulatly with reference to the Northes ur 
the case of the Creole, and the invasi 3011 by 
rence which took place recenuUy in the tate of New \ 
pledging the State of Louisiana to back the General Government 
in auy measures of redress deemed necessary: referred to the 
Commit'e on Foreign Relations 

Mr. YOUNG remarked that a friend in Londo 
hia a statement, in tabular form f 
venue Of Great Britair 











he occur 


ork; and 


} } ' 
1 had sent to 


of the wet! produce of the re- 





or the years ending the 5th of January, 
1S4l and 1812, showing the amvunt derived from customs, ed 
‘Ise, Blamps, post office, crown lands, and from other miscella- 
neous sources, with the Increase and d 
the revenue witht on 
ferred to the Committee on Manufactures, | 


be of some service 





made by it 
Mr. GRAITAM, from the ¢ 
back to the Senate, v ul, “Ot 
mendat.on that it do pass, th r i Win. R. Da 
Vis 
Mr. WOODBURY, from the Committee oft iS, ! 
Iverse repo ithe peti : of J eto D. ‘Teackl ad- 
strator on the ¢ te of John Ti e, cl 
allowance for ! r farn t ely 
dered to be prin . and to lie ont i ° 
Mr. HENDERSON, from 1 pit 2 Private Lar 
Claims, made an adver repo " en fA. il 
Evans, praying cot itlon of a tal \ L. 
Mr. WOODSRIDGE, froin Co f 4 
ed tu be discharzed tf nthe fur } 
tion of David J * prayn rhe hice 







1 


in cons quence 1 he dete ron if his el ly l 
Srates at Iavana, and ti referred to the ¢ 
Commerce, with ms'ruc to} 
passing a general law ul Aureed 

On mouonu of Mr. McROBER TPS it w 


Resolved, That the Comer ner of Ut ( ral Land Of 


fice be directed to | betore e Hihenames 
of such of the early settlers tn the Liltnois country were not 
confirmed by the Governors « » Territory to the full quantity, 
1400 acres, of lan also. th he ate W nbher of acr 
Were confirmed in each case, and, in a cor j im 
the number of acre ie ry make u vid | tity of 
100; also, that he inform the ite whet le re] ithe 
Commissioners for re-examining and adjusts 1 2 a 
Kaskaskia, showed ti claims to be vali furthe: 
whether the register and receiver ac $ Coin i il 
sequent tothe reports made by the Board of ¢ 
aforesaid, approved said claims, and recomme;: } 
ditional quanthy to complete the granis of 4 as atore 
sald, should be made by ¢ 

On motion of Mr. ARCHIER,1 1 

Ordered, That the petution of Jacob Park of Virginia be 


taken from the files, and relerred to the Comnnitte 
tionary Claims. 
Engrossed bil! for the 





W 
read the third time and passed 

The resojution of Mr. Merrick, as it rule to the tw 
Houses, that no amendment I ya eral appro 
priation bill for objects not ce for by some pre ex ria 





was taken up for consideration. 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE opposed the re ution, 


pi 


that those who were its friends should exhibit s reasons 
why itshould be adopted. The effect of the t ion, Ua 
quiesced In, wou ibetotie up the handsof the Sena nd } 
did wot see Why the m Ue} 1 the body could yi trus ) 


to themselves and act wisely 
Mr. MERRICK rv 


phedthat it was to be presume that the 


j | 
Senate would act wisely; but notwithstanding Senators were 
not so wise anid perfectas to dispense with all restraint what 
ever. The resolution which he had submitted was, in his opt 
nion, very important, for it wel tt 






night of a session 
ments engrafiedon them relating to objects n 
tothesubject. Therefore they had to reject 
vote for it with its objectionable features; and he hoped that 
gentlemen, from their long experience in legislation, would 
see the necessity of a wure which he had osed. and 
adopt it, with a view to guard against the evil ch he had 
designated, and of which they had so much reason to com- 
plain. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE replied, showing the disadvantages of 
such a rule. 

Mr. LINN remarked that as the Senator from Indiana {Mr. 
Bits) had tfe floor for to-day upon the resolution of the 
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Senator from Kentucky, he would « that the resulntion 
nov Slore tl Seoa | a ubll 
morrow 
Mr. MERRICK i that the sugges V t hea 
Y as resoiull would ft e i Ue { 
4 is u y ¢ t 
‘il ! NN = I v x ‘ at t 
( s ‘ s j he 
= al I Ii¢ ! 
i ‘ ! ' Mi ( € chu 
tid relorm } nh y ¢ el 
Mr Smirn ot | i i 
Mr. SMITH rved in | re he Se 
e heco ! other § { y did, tha 
I yaw tor he} ' V uld proba 
ha »pro hier : be able to 
res = i } Ni t I ! tA’ t ) 
( et we ¥ Ww } ia W 1 f argu 
he I t Tt ) r, Was nO reaso 
Whv hesn I W ys himself a 
bit dit f branche | 
vs he consi importat In dw these st 
WW t € as il 1 1b ul 
meaning lways ma his practl 
ide y I t ever los} iK Wi having 
1 > fa 
In the outset he w l te tha i come to-day for 
the mere purpo f answering the e und Ingeneous argu. 
ments of his riend from New Yor! Mr. Wricur] 
Who addressed the Senate yesterday, and he hoped he would 
pardon him if he should not pay as much attention to his 


speech in detal as its confessed ability wou 
His object was to present his views in a plain manner—fully 


aware that no dress in which he could clott thein would have 


any efleet on public opinion; nor could | hathe had any 
desire his declarationsshoul’ have that int e. Heleft such 
impressions to be made on the public min? by the orthodox 
fathers of the church in political matters Hlis dependence for 
eflect Was upon a sit e array of facts, and not upon rhetori 
cal flourishes which others could wield ’ uch more dexte 


rously than he. Indeed he did not know that a great deal was 
gained by sucli rhetorical flourishes, for he had been an obser- 
ver of public men during the last ten years, and the result of 
his observation was, at last he speaker, who 
relies on a well arranged always accom 
plishes more, and re ic : mu saoner. than tl 
reliance uy wha ; t el 


aconviction t 
tatement of fact 


his object 





speaker who places his chief 




















ed elo- 
uent d matior 
Ife had said Lit Was no part of his purpose to answer, in 
he very ab { the Se 1 ub New York: he 
W 1, how his remarks o wo topics unon 
v h he fe btoer I uge. The 
f to t elect W { 1) rbution act of 
i B he ver, he vy | 
s it 3 
tl t util liscussion, 
} und ¥v rrea v h | i ( lering them.a 1 
Loft} y i i rtar } nsequences 
tit w Lbe im] ! ] \ rere cur 
ry con ra 1 therefor 1 that they 
would 1 1 ind | } VY. ex] | 
he S 0 N \ 4 e resolutions 
ind i 1 eacl han he had 
i » | ect { I v. he 
} i B , ihe Senat 
4 u 
A h he, (Mr. Sart uction of the Distri- 
| ) t the extra se n,. had es ssed his sentiments in 
relation to measure ie debate upon it which followed had 
1 } f that t | i f rareply 
te tsi position i jon proceeded, 
he iG But it w Lt recal { ’ ward ne ¢ i- 
( I he anxiety ¢ he pa I i was » or 
come to 2 V that |} was di ] mn seit 
View stty g icy of d i I 1 t} V 
taken, withoul any at elt a tothe public a 
i er by the su rs of the measul lt was there € 
yi yall sa i Lf he present opportunity of 
pr { nis 4 Wy 
ti t was 1 N f e should meet the 
“ its i ltosho ot oF lat 
Land bill w hat, if it was unconstitu- 
i { icts of ¢ ere ! with peblic lands 
vere i " } | 0 Phe publu nds were derived 
f . ii sources, viz: the lands ob t under the 
a the t Britain; the lands ceded by the States 
Lo the neral Government; and the lands acquired by purchase 
from France an sy} The express power of Congress 
over the put inds was perfect,and ample, and ple 


y. 
It was not an implied power, but was fulland sufticient. The 
lisposal ofthe lands wasa power with Congre 


contincerl ion was thai connecte 





the only 





iwith Congressional dis- 





cretion. 
butal! of its of tuls power, U 


and theinterestto be paid were 





gress had theexpress powerto borrow money, 
manner of borrowing, 


ubjects of Congiessional dis- 

















cretion. Cong had powerto regulate the commerce of 
the United States, but the whole vitality of the power resfed 
uj ; ess! il 1s¢ on Congress had power to coin 
money, but theamount of themoney, the standard of value, 
the pre rit f were ai the discretion of Con- 
gress. Congress had an express power to establish post offices 
and post roads, bu of the forms of th power were denen 

dendent ( | ( ot Cor ess The S ator from New 
York, {Mr. Waieutj however, in bi ment, yesterday, 
had spoken only of the abuses of the power, 1, the same 
way, he might have debated every express power in the Consti- 
tution. Tethen referred to the several acts of Congress mak- 
ing grants of land. for the purpose of showing wherein Congress, 
and members of Congress, had committed themselves upon the 
subject of the public lands, and he adverted tothe opinions of 
General Jackson, andto other authorities, to prove the position 


which he endeavored to establish with regard t 





o the subject now 
under consideration: and, inthe course of his remarks, he in¢i- 
dentally alluded to t& i 
and said that, asa conse¢ 
country would, in five or s 
proteciion. 

Mr. SMITH, who spoke for upwards of three hours, and of 
whose remarks the foregoing is 
cluded— 

Mr, CLAY. in the absence of his friend fr 


a ith 





1 
creasing culture of cotton in India 
ence, the Souther 


nce, portion of our 
x years, be the lout 


st in asking for 


avery brief outline, having con. 
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BERRIEN,| who was indisposed, and had expresse 
5 


a Wish to 
Speak on this si ct, 


! desired that it might be postponed till 
aller to-morrow, which wasto be the special order fui his veto 
resolution 

Mr. BAYARD hoped the special order of to-morrow would 
also be postponed, to allow the District bank bill to be dis 
posed of, 

Some further convereation took place, which resulted in 

1 propos'tions being withdrawn, leaving the unfinished bu 
ess of to day to be the first in order to-morrow—Mr. BERRIEN 
eing entitled to the floor. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, the joint resolution of the House 
suspending for the present the pay for printing the Compendium 


} 


} 


& 
of the Sixth Census, was read twice, and reterred to the Judi- 
clary Commitiee. 

‘Thea the Senate adjourned 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuourspay, March 3, 1842. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved, 

On leave given, petitions were presented by the 
fullowirg gentlemen, and were appropriately re- 
ferred: 

From New York: By Mr. RIGGS. 

From Delaware: By Mr. RODNEY, wio pre- 
sented the petition of John Jones, asking additional 
compensation for work done upon the Pea Patch 
island, in fulfilment of the contract made by the 
Government. 

TEMPERANCE. 

The unfinished business was the motion made 
Jast evening by Mr. Bowne (pending which the 
House had adjourned) that the rules of the House 
be suspended for the purpose of enabling him to 
introduce a resolution granting the use of the Hall 
to the Congressional Total Abstinence Society for 
Monday evening next. 

Mr. SNYDER esked the yeas and nays; which 
were refused. 

Aud the question being taken, the rules were 
suspended; and the resolution, without cebate or 
division, was adop‘ed. 

PRINTING UNDER THE SIXTH CENSUS 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana, on icave given, 
intreduced a joint resolution, providing that the 
moneys heretofore appropriated by Coi gress to 
pay the expenses cf the Sixth Census be so iar sus- 
pended, as that no more shall be paid for the print- 
ing of the papers under the said census until the 
further order of Congress. 

[Mr. T. bad given notice last evening of his in- 
tention to ask leave to introduce ibis resolutien, 
but the title thereof did not reach the ear of thé 
Reporter. ] 

he resolution was read, and, without division 
cr debate, was adopted. 

Mr. MORGAN called for the regular business of 
the morning bour. 

REPORT ON RETRENCHMENT. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour was 
the third of the series of the resolutions reported 
from the Select Committee on Retrenchment, in the 
following words: 


Resolved, That the office of Draughtsman of the House be, 
and the same is hereby abolished. 


Which said resolution Mr. JOHN G. FLOYD 
had moved to ane: d by inserting the words “and 
postmaster.” 

Mr. HOPKINS had yesterday suggested to Mr. 
FLoyp that the abolition of the office of posimas- 
ier would render useless all the officers therewith 
connected, and that they, therefore, should be in- 
cluded in the amendment. 

The Reporter did not hear Mr. Fioyp accep! ihe 
modification, which, however, it seems, as the ques- 
tion stcod upon the journal, be did. 

So the amendment read as follows: 

Insert after the words “‘dravghtsman to the 
House” the words “‘and the postmaster and a'l offi- 
cers connected with the post office.” 

The indefinite language of the resolution gave 
rise to some doubt, suggested by Mr. MORGAN, 
whether the Postmaster General or the pos'mas'er 
of the House was intended to be abolished by this 
resolution. It appeared, however, to be finally 
understood that Mr. McCormick ard not Mr. 


Wickliffe was referred to. 

Tce immediately pending question was on the 
demand made yesterday by Mr. MORGAN for 
the previous question, (pending which demand the 
morning hour had expired, and the House had 
Geoigia, (Mr i passed to the orders of the day.) 
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And the question being taken, there was a second 
to the demand for the previous question. 

And the main question (being first on the amend- 
ment) was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. CUSHING asked the yeas and nays on the 
amendmen!; which were ordered, and being takeo, 
were as follows: 


YEAre—Messrs. Atherton, Beeson, Bid!ack, Boyd, Brewster, 
Burke, William O. Butler, Patrick ©. Caldweil, Casey, Cha; 
man, Coiquit, Mark A. Cooper Daniel, Doig, Eastman, John 
C. Edwards, Egbert, Johi G.Floyd, C. A. Floyd, Gilmer, Got 
don, Gustine, Gwin, Harris, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Cha 
J. Ingersoll, Jack, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Liwtletield, Luwell, 
McKay, McKeon, Mattocks, Medill, Miller, Reding, Reynolds, 
Roosevelt, Snyder, Steenrod, J. Thompson, Turney, Van 
Bureo, and Westbrook—47. 

NAYS —Meesrs. Adams, Allen, Landat! W. Andrews, Ar 
noid, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Baiton, Black, Blair, Board 
man, Borden, Bous, Bowne, Briggs, Brockway, Aaron V 
Brown, Jeremiah Browa, William Butler, Green W) Caldwell, 
Calhoun, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas I, 
Campbell, Carey, ¢ ls, Chittenden, Clinton, Coles, Cowe 
Cravens, Cross, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, D 
berry, Everett, Ferris, Fillmore, Fornance, A. L. Foster, T. F 
Foster, Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G 
Goode, Wm. O. Goode, Granger, Green, Habersham, Ha 
Haisted, John Hastings, Hays, Henry, Holmes, Mubard, Hu 
ter, Jos. R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, Cave Johnson, John 

P. Kennedy, Lane, Lewis, Lian, Abraham McCiellan, Robert 
McClellan, Mallory, Alfred Marshall, Mathiot, Mathews, Max 

well, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Newhard, Oliver, 
Osborne, Owsley, Parme:ter, Partridge, Pickens, Plumer, 
Proftit, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randail, Ray 

ner, Rencher, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, William Ruesell, J. 
M. Russell, Saltonstal), Saunders, Shepperd, Shields, Simon- 
ton, Stokely, Stratton, A. H. H. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, 
Taliaferre, Joho B.Thomj-on, R. W. Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van 
Renessalaer, Wallace, Warren, Watterson, E. D.White, Thos 
W. Williams, James W. Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, Winthrop, Wise, and Augustus Young—129 

So the amendment was rejected. 

And then the resolution was adopted. 
The fourth resolution of the series coming up, 
in the words following, to wit: 


Resolved, That the Doorkeeper be, and he is hereby, auth 
rized to employ in his department the services of te 












messeil 
gers, eight pages, and two laborers, in lieu of the twelve ines- 
sengers aud twelve pages now in the service of the House. And 
that the Postmaster of the House be authorized to continu 
the service of his department four messengers, being the sair 
number now employed by him 

Alter a few words of explanation between 
Messrs. SMITH of Virginia, WISE, CAVE 
JOHNSON, and SUMMERS— 

Mr. HOPKINS moved an amendment to the 
resolution, which was finally modified so as to read 
as follows: 

Insert after the words “eight pages” the words 
*‘to be selected hereafter, when found to possess the 
requisite qualifications, from the indigent orphaus 
ot the District of Coluinbia.” 

After afew remarks from Messrs. HOPKINS, 
SUMMERS, CAVE JOHNSON, PROFFIT, and 
JAMES, 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

And the resolution, by ayes 85, nees 40, was 
adopted. 

The fifth resolution of the series coming up, in 
the words following, to wil: 

Resolved, That the compensation to be paid 
messenzers, pages and laborers, in the service of the H Ise, 
whether employed by the Clerk, Doorkeeper, or Postmasier, 
shall be as follows, to wit. to messengers a sum not exceeding 
$2 50 per diem, to paces um not exceeding $2 per diem, and 
tu laborers a sum notexceeding $1 50 per diem, to be paid in 
each case fur the time only 1! uch person shall be in the ac- 
tual service of the House; vhich compensation shall be in full 
for the services rendered by the several persons aforesaid, 1e- 
spectively 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rove and said that he had 
promised one of ihe me+sengers to bring is casc, 
and the case of a!l others of his class, before the 
House. The object ot all of them was to be placed 
on a permanent footing; to he employed by the 
year instead of by theday. Tuey found it impos- 
sible to get employment in the interim, and they 
were subject to great difficulties on ihat account. 

Mr. U. then read the fojlowing statement: 

Hon. Sir: A true statement of what it costs the Governmeit 
for temporary labor, &c during the recess cannot easily be ob 
tained; but itappears from the report ofthe Clerk for 1S41 to 
be about $2,000, most of which may be saved by r: 
services Ol your messengers 

Our claim i 3ts entirely on the following: 

That. not being able to obtain any other employment during 
the recess of Congress, We are thrown entirely on what w: may 
receive here for support ; 

That, under the present arrangement, wedo more sery “e to 
the Government, and of a more responsible nature, than the 
Department’s messengers, who receive seven hundred dollara 
perannum. We are willing, ifnecessary, todevote our whole 
time for the same; which you know no man can live and 

port a family on less. 
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We might make comparison with the police or watchmen, 
who receive $1,100 pay and $250 compensation, making $1,360, 
which no re ion as prop ito. The continued pay of $252 
per vay ta a por f umber makes, with the $250 com 

ensavion, $1,152 50 per annuin 

There arei nployme fthe House, post offiie, and 
Cler rite ill paid out of contingent fund, 21 messenger 
hein pay nov unts toabout $16,000, 

= y of all at $750, 1t will be $15,750 

andat $70), 1t will be $14,700 

While, if the report ofthe committee as to pay of messen- 
gers bea ned proposed,the pay will amount tothe sum 
of $14,06 O: a rth sum of $2,000, which may be saved 
By retainr he serviceof all. and at will then cost the Go 
vernmentthe sum of $16,062 50, equal to about $770 to each 
man 


On this statement Mr. U. based an amendment, 
which he finally modified so as to strike out the 
words “to messengers asum not exceeding §2 50 
per diem,” and insert ‘*.o messengers $700 per an- 
num.” 

Mr. SUMMERS argued ihat it might probably 
be well to place two or three of the messengers on 
perinanent salaries, leaving the others to be em- 
ployed by the day. If all were placed on a_per- 
manent footing, they would then be retained in 
service whe'her they were wanted or net. Under 
all the circumstances, he did not see any sufficient 
reason why the messengers should be placed on an 
annual salary. 

Mr. S. then went into some statements as to the 
amount of money paid for extra compensation, &c. 

Mr. UNDER WOOD expressed himseli willing, 
if gentlemen desired it, to place the salary as low 
as $600, or even $550. But Mr. U. finally modi- 
fied his amendment, so as to fix the salary at $700, 
(baving originally named $750 ) 

The qnestion, after a few briefexplanaticns he- 
tween Mesvrs. SMITH of Virginia, MERI- 
WETHER, and SNYDER, was taken, and the 
amendment of Mr. UnpeRwoop was rejected. 

And the question iecurring on the adoption of 
the resolution— 

Mr. WISE moved to amend the resolution so as 
to provide that the messenger of the post office 
should shoud $3 per day, instead of $2 50. 

After a few remarks from Mr. SUMMERS in 
opposition thereto, Mr. S. remarking that he was 
sure the House must be tired of the whole mater, 
moved the previous question. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired of the Speaker if the 
morning hour had not expired? 

Tne SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mir. FILLMORE called for the orders of the 
day; but waived the motion on a general ca!l to let 
the question be taken on the resolution. 

At the request of Mr. WISE, and on his pledge 
to renew it, Mr. SUMMERS withdrew the motion 
for the previous question. 

Mr. WISE made a few remarks in explanation 
of his views, and renewed the motion fer the pre- 
vious question. 

And there was a second. 

And the main question (being first on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Wiser) was ordered to be taken. 

The question being taken, the amendment was 
rejected. 

And then the resolution was adopted. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion 6f Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- 
solved itself int» Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Barcas of Massachusetts 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
bill waking appropriation for the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of Government forthe year 1842. 

Tie 15th item of the bill, in the words follow- 
ing, was still under consideration: 

“No. 15. For incidental and contingent expenses of the De- 


partment of State, including publishing and distributing the 
laws, $25,000, 


2 


| 





To which said clause the following amendment 
had heretofore, on motion of Mr. Fittmore, been 
adopted: 


* Provided that the job printing, stationery, and binding of 
each of the Executive Departments shall, until otherwise di- 
rected by law, be furntshed by contract, proposals for which 
shall be regularly advertised for in the public privts; the classes, 
character, and description of the printing being epecified in each 
advertisement, as far as that can be done, and i: being made a 
condition in ali cases, unless otherwise specifically stated in the 
a lvertisement, that the work shall be done in the city of Wash- 
ington; and the contract shall in each case, so far the proposals 
and acceptance shal! enable the contract to be made, be given to 
the lowest bidder, whose bid shall be accompanied with pro- 
per testimonials of the ability of the bidder to fulfil his con- 
tract.’? 














\ ‘ 


at eee 


———— 
Mr. G. Davis yesterday propysed to add to the 
foregoing proviso the fo/lowing: 













“and all other job printing, binding and stauionery, Im any 
way touct the Departments, or any bu 88 CONNeCted With 
ie, shall ia like manner be letin ihe same way by the office; 
having the charge of the same; and the laws of the United 
States and advertisements and other printing pertaining 
| rv ice 10 Lany newspaper, shall be printed 
} i 1i Ws} er or pewspapers of the plac 
where h publication may be made, which shall in no case ex 
hy ins ’ { paper 1 si fer country circy 
a and may, W feemed 1 ry, be extended tu tw 
papers pr hed in the ame place, having the largest: 
berof su ribers, to b rif by the affilavit of the ed 
eclitors of the paper maki suc! publication, and also of the 
editors of s her papers as may propose to make 
S uh 
ind procided further, That nothing herein contained 
shail be mistrued to repeal tie provision of any exisung 
vw which authorizes the Secretary of State to discontinue the 
yinatic fthe laws la any newspaper for cause, and which 
ds again the employment of the proprietor of any news. 


paper sv discontivued (0 pubiieh the laws of the United States 

And Mr. Morcan proposed to strike out the 
words “ard the Jaws of the Uniied States” and the 
proviso, and insert the icllowing: 





“That ao pai f this appropriation shall be applied to pay 
ment for | ting ihe laws in the newspapers In any State 
Territory; and that all laws authorizing such publication be, a 


the same are hereby, repealed 

And the question pending on the amendment cf 
Mr. Morcan— 

Mr. G. DAVIS rose and said that, with a view 
to coaform to the sense of the committee as nearly 
as he had been able to ascertain it yesterday, he 
had drawn up at. amendment. 

[{t is impossible for the Reporter to keep the run 
of the various modifications to which such amend. 
ments as these ate subjec'ed, as they are not mat- 
ter of record in committee. 

The amendment, however, after having been 
again modified by Mr. Davis, as hereafter men- 
tioned, read as follows:] 


“And all other job printing, binding, and stationery in any 
way relating to the Execuuve Departments, or any busivess 
connected with them, shal! also be done and furnished in th 
same way by the officer having charge of the same; and no mo 


ney herein appropilated saall be disbursed in payment for the 
publication of the laws oi Congress in newspapers, which put 

lication shall Cease and be discoutinued for the future, and a 

advertisements and all other printing pertaining to the public 
service, published and done in newspapers, shall he made in the 
newspapers of the town, city. or place where the same may be 
done which shall have the largest number of subscribers; and 
when such publication may be made in two newspapers in the 
Same City, tOWn, Or place, | 
pers 0: 


shall be made in the twe newspa 
ferent poliucs which shall have the largest number of 


subscrib rtained aud veritied by the affidavit 
he editor or editors; and such publieation shall in no case ex 


ceed one Insertion per week for three weeks, to be made in the 
country paper 

Afier a brief conversation on a point of order 
between Messrs, FILLMORE and the CHAIR- 
MAN— 

Mr. MORGAN said that, inasmuch as the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky was 
now so modified as to embrace bis (Mr. M’s) pro- 
position, he would withdraw his amendment. 

So the amendinent ef Mr. Morgan was with- 
drawn. 

Mr. FILLMORE, in refererce to the allusion 
that kad been made to the contingent fund on hand 
in the State Department, explained that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means hid addressed a letter 
to the Secretary of State on the subject, and re- 
ceived a letter in reply, Stating that the amount 
which was on hand at the time the estimates were 
made up would almost entirely be expended in 
work which would be chargeable to the year; and, 
therefure, that the usua. appropriation here asked 
for would be required for the service of the present 
year. 

Mr. TRIPLETT ixquired of the Chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. Fitt- 
MORE] Whether the $25,000 would be necessary 
provided the committee should adopt the amend- 
ment of the gent.eman from Kentucky (Mr. Davis} 
disconiinuing the publication of the laws in the 
newspapers? 

Mr. FILLMORE said the committee had been 
furnished with a tabular statement from the Secre- 
lary «f Sta'e of the amount of money actually ex- 
pended for the publication of laws in pamphlet 
form for the last ihirteen years; whence it appeared 
:hat it was about $14,000 per year; but they had 
not becn furnished with the amount paid for the 
publication in newspapers. ‘That, however, wasa 
sum of mivor importance. The great expense of 
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the publication was in printing the laws in pam- 
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phlet form; and, in addition, there was a large ex- 
pense in the distribution of the laws among the se- 
veral States. ‘These were the facts, and if the gen- 
tleman was disposed to withdraw that part ot his 
amendment, reducing the amount of this clause, he 
was Satisfied. 

Mr. G. DAVIS said all he wanted to effect by 
his amendment was, to discontinue the publication 
of the laws in the newspapers and the consequent 
expenses. 

Mr. GILMER said he bad misunderstood the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Fittmore} (o state 
that the annual expense of printing the laws in 
pamphlet form was much larger than for publish- 
ing them in newspapers. He believed that was not 
the fact, or he had been misinformed from the State 
Department. He had received a statement from 
the State Department, an abstract only of which he 
had bere, showing that in the thirteen years suc- 
ceeding 1828 there was{paid the aggregate sum 
for printing the laws in pamphlet form of $37,796 82, 
and, during the same period, fur publishing them in 
newspapers, $111,133. 


Mr. FILLMORE said he bad received a tabu- | 
lar statement from the State Department of the ex- | 
penses of printing the laws in pamphlet form, to | 


which he referred, and read froma Jetter from the 
Secretary of State accompanying it, in confirma- 
tion of his (Mr. F.’s) previous statement of the 
amount, and suggested that the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Gitmer] must be mistaken in his 
Statement of the expense. 

Mr. McK AY said if gentlemen wouid refer to 
the Blue Book they would readily ascertain the 
sum paid for publishing the laws in the newspapers; 
and that the Secretary of Staie was confined to 
three newspapers in each State, the amount paid to 


some of which he cited, showing that it was about | 


$65 for the year of the long and $40 for the year 
of the short sessions of Congress. He opposed 


the plan of passing laws and keeping the know- | 


ledge of them from the people by repealing, for the 
sake of saving this small sum, the law requiring 
the publication of the laws, which had been so long 
in existence. 

Mr. G. DAVIS withdrew that part of the amend- 
ment proposing to strike out $25.000, and insert 
$15,000. [This was the proposition as originally 
offered this morning. | 

Mr. McKAY suggested to the gentleman from 
Kentucky further to modify his proposition, since, if 
they adopted the amendment as it now stood, it 
would involve an additional expense, instead of 
effecting a reduction as desired. It required the 
Secretary of State to publish the laws three times 
in each newspaper, whereas they were now pub- 
lished but once. 

Mr. DAVIS explained that it was the advertise- 
ments which, by his amendment, were to be inseri- 
ed three times, not the Jaws. 

Mr. CUSHING rose to a point of: order. He 
understood that the gentleman from Kentucky 
[Mr. Davis] had this morning presented some mo- 
difications of his amendment, and that it was now 
materially different. He submitted to the Chair 
that it was a new proposition, and he revived and 
renewed the question of orderon the same points 
and ptinciples on which the Chair had ruled :t out 
of order when first offered. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN said that the same principles 
were involved in the amen: ment in iis present 
as in the original form; and that, under the deci- 
sion of the committee, by which his decision 
had been overruled, the amendment was in or- 
der. 

Mr. CUSHING appealed from this ¢ecision. 
He remarked tha! the decision of the Chair yester- 
day (which was, that the amendment of Mr. Da- 
vis was not in order, because in contravened an 
existing law) had been reversed by a small ma- 
jority of some half dozen, and when barely one 
more than a quorum was present. 

Considering this decision of the Chair as of the 
highest possible consequence, considering the ques- 
tion to be whether the business of the session 
might all be strung on to an appropriation bill, 
like a bunch of herrings on to a stick, he had 
taken this appeal that a decision of the committee 
might again be had. 
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Aad the question “Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee?” 
was then taken, and the voie stood—Ayes 61, noes 
51. No quorum voliug. 

Mr. CUSHING called upon the Chairman to 
rise and report that fact tothe House. He (Mr. 
C.) wi hed the country to understand whether they 
were to be engaged in this House day after day 
discussing questions, and, then, when the time 
came, there was to be no one to vote. 

The CHAIRMAN then rose and reported to 
the House that the committee found itself without 
a quorum. 

Mr. WISE desired to know whether there was 
any objection to the introduction of a resolution 
directing the Clerk to report the names of the ab- 
sentees on acall of the House? 

Mr. BARNARD objected—remarking that there 
was evidenily a quorum present now. 

Mr. WISE moved a eall of the House. 

On which motion the vote stood—Ayes 68, 
noes 53. 

So a call of the House was ordered; and a quo- 
rum had again made its appearance. 

But, in obedience to arather general call, Mr. 
WISE withdrew his motion that there be acall of 
the House. 

And Mr. W. being engaged in draughting a re- 
solution of the import above indicated— 

Mr. CHAPMAN suggested that the call of the 
House should be proceeded with, as those who were 
absent from their seats were deeply interested in the 
resolution referred to. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved a suspension of the rule 
to enable Mr. Wise (who was yel writing) to in- 
troduce the resolution. 

The SPEAKER said a motion to suspend the 
rule cculd only be entertained by general consent; 
because a quorum having been ascertained to be 
present, it was the duty of the Chairman immedi- 
diately to resume his seat. 

Thereupon the chairman resumed his seat. 

Aad the question recarriag, “Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the Com- 
mittee?” 

The committee was again counted, and the vote 
sood~—ayes 88, noes 55. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

And the question recurring on the amendment 
of Mr. Davis— 

Mr. GAMBLE addressed the Chair, between 
whom and Mr. UNDERWOOD and Mr. GIL- 
MER a momeutary conversation arose as to their 
respective claims to the floor. 

Mr. GAMBLE then proceeded in his remarks, 
In relation to that part of the amendment prohibit- 
ing payment from this contingent fund to newse 
papers for publishing the laws of the United 
States, he only wisted te remark he was opposed 
to the adoption of the amendment. He was satis- 
fied that there wasa misiake as to the statement 
of the expense for publishing the laws in the news- 
papers. The Secretary of State was restricted to 
three papers in which to make the publication, and 
the expense was far less ‘han had beenstated, and 
of trifling amount. He knew that the laws were 
published in pamphlet form, but it was sometimes 
one year before they were circulated in this way. 
And should this important information be withheld 
from the public for the paltry expen<e of the publi- 
cation of the laws in the newspapers—a practice 
which had prevailed frem the foundation of the 
Government? He went for no such reform as this. 
The people were entitled to know what they had 
done; and how were they to know it except by the 
newspapers? The smal! sum paid to the newspa- 
pers for publishing the Jaws of the United States 
was well paid. The Secretary of State selecied 
but three in each State, and when it was known 
what papers were selected, the pcople looked to 
those papers from time totime. If they were to be 
held back to pamphlets, the laws wonld be a sealed 
book for twelve months to the people of this 
Union. They could carry this thing of retrench- 
ment andreforr: too far, and overreach the thing 
they aimed at. And it seemed to him that this was 
the case now. They ought not to obstruct the pro- 
gress of this important bill by introducing these 
amendments, which produced confusion confound- 











ed. Let them pars this important bill, and let them 
Pass it at once, and then let a bill be introduced by 
tn» gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Gitmer)—and 
he hoped the gentleman would do it—baving for 
its object a system of retrenchment and reform, 
and he would go as far as any body would in cat- 
ting down every expense which the public interest 
did not require 

Mz. GILMER had stated a short.time since, on 
the authority of the Secretary of State, that the 
cost of publishing the laws for thirteen years, 
ending with the year 1840, exceeded the cost for 
the same period of printing the laws in pamphlet 
form. He now rose to prove this by reference to 
the statement and letter of the Secretary of State to 
him aschairman of one of the select committees of 
this House. From this he had the relative state- 
mentof these expenses for several years between 
1829 and 1840, the amount of which, during that 
period, for printing the laws was $37,797, and for 
packiog and distributing the laws $18,000, making 
an aggregate ror printing, packing, and distributing 
the laws of about $55,700, while the expense in 
in the same time for publishing the laws in the 
newspapers was $111,133. Thus the amount 
paid, he said, according to this statement, for 
publishing the laws in the newspapers exceeded 
more than twofold the amouat paid for print- 
ing, packing, and distributing the laws in pamphlet 
form. 

In reference to the merits of this amendment, as 
he was upon the floor, he would say a word. There 
Was no one more anxious than he was tv separate 
the patronage of the Government from the politi- 
cal press of the country. It had always been near 
his heart. He had had the honor to introduce a 
bill for that object in the Legislature of Virginia. 
It was an object necessary to sustain the purity of 
the press, and the purity of Government. It 
seemed to him almost as necessary as it was to 
separate the Church from the State. There was a 
difference between ihe two institutions; but, com- 
paratively, the objects were of equal importance. 
It was necessary that this grand object should be 
accomplished, and he would go as far a he who 
went farthest to accomplish it totally and entirely. 
It seemed to him that this usage of employing 
newspapers to publish the laws had its origin at a 
period when printing was much more expensive, 
and the trouble and expense of disuibuung the 
laws through the medium of books much greater 
than at present. Now the cost of printing had 
greatly aiminished, and the same reasons cid not 
operate for publishing the Jaws in the newspapers. 
He would suggest to the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky a defect in his amendment, in its proposing 
to give the publication of the laws to the papers 
having the largest circulation. 

Mr. DAVIS explained that his amendment dis- 
continued the publication in the newspapers en- 
tirely. 

Mr. GILMER said he was then perfectly satis- 
fied with the amendment. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he confessed, from the 
exhibition of the statement from the State Depart- 
ment, just made by the gentleman fiom Virginia, 
he did not recognise any likeness between it and 
the statement he (Mr. F.) had received from that 
Department, He could not conceive how so gross 
a mistake could have occurred. 

Mr. GILMER said the two statements came 
from the same source, and this difference in them 
was not his fault. 

Mr. FILLMORE said it was undoubtedly a mis- 
take of the clerks. He confessed he was unable to 
account for this discrepancy; and he knew not that 
any reliance was to be placed on either statement, 
after such a difference between them as this. 

Mr. VAN BUREN said, in order to enable the 
committee to decide between the two discordant 
statements from the office of the Secretary of State, 
the one produced by his colleague, the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, by which 
it appered that the portion of the expenses under 
the appropriation new under consideration for the 
printing of the laws in;pamphlet form, exceeded the 
publication in the newspapers ; the other that 
read by the gentleman fiom Virginia, (Mr. Git- 
MER,] and from which the reverse appeared, 
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he would refer the commutice to Doc. No. 4 
being the detailed expenses under cto priation 
of last year, exactly similar to the present one. By 
reference to the date, May 5, 1841, it will be seen 
that the printing and stitching of the 11,000 ecpies 
laws, sccond session, 26th Congress, wa» $912 50 
and by thatof November 34, the like charge ior 
the Ist session of the 27th Congress was $765. 

It is somewhat difficult to say how much the 
packing and distribuiing amounts to. But by re- 
ference to the same report, it will be seen that the 
publication in each newspaper for the secor.d sé 
sion, 26th Congress, was $40, and for that of ihe 
Ist session, 27th Cong-ess, was S41. 

I: is therefore evident, that a much larger pro- 
portion of this appropriation had been applied to 
the publishing of the laws in the newspapers, than 
to the printing and distributing them in the pam- 
phiet form. 

It will be perceived, however, by those who wiil 
lake the troubie to examine the details of Docu- 
ment, No. 4, that by far the smaliest part of this 
$25,000 appropriation for inci-ental and con- 
tingent expenses of the Deparment of State, in- 
cluding publishing and distributing the laws, is aciu- 
ally applied to that purpose. 

The whole amount applied to the publishing and 
distributing the laws ts Jess than $10,000. The 
balance is applied to incidentals and contingencies 
in the true seuse of the word, and for which there 
is no other guide than the discretion of the Secre- 
tary himself. 

It was for this reason, that I moved the other 
day to separate the one from the other, and which 
I trust will yet be adopted by the Hous-. [tis the 
centirgent and discretionary expenses, Mr. Chair- 
man, into which the grossest abuses have crept. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST thouzht it very possible 
that the existing law directing the public anon o! 
the laws of the United Siates required revi iin and 
amendment. Jt struck hiin, that when they acted 
on the laws relative to the public printing, it re- 
quired the consideration of long existing laws, and 
that the sudject should go to a committee, to be 
thoroughly investigaced by them, that they might 


report new laws. They would proc reed too hastily, 
and without due consideration if, whe. a general 


appropriation bill was under consideration, they 

should rush into a system of legisiation alreripg, or 
materially changing those laws, to provide 

and means merely for the execution 
came into this committee. 

The jaw authorising this printing had been in 
force since 1818; and by it the Depariment of Siate 
was auihorized to publish the laws in the newspa- 
pers immediately On their reception. That was the 
only provision fer the immediate publication of the 
Jaws of the United S:ates. There was also another 
provision to publish the Jaws in pamphiet form as 


ihe way 
of which they 


soon as possibie. He was not willing to dispense 
with the existicg provision for the immediate publi- 


cation of the laws until he saw anvthber pre 
made. 


VISION 


it was sai! the provision for ” > peblication of 
the laws in pamphict form would still remain, and 
was sufficient. Jt was true that there might bea 


gratuitous publication oj the laws by the newspa- 
pers. Could they rely on thai?” Ir they struck out 
the present provision, what would be the conse- 
quere'?. Didany gentleman cf this House expect 
to receive in pamphlet form, at the rising of this 
Congress, the public laws passed by it? His ex- 
perience had been that they did not receive the 
Jaws till the next session after their passage. Dur- 
lag that time there would be no acccss ty citizens 
to the laws of the land. It struck him that they 
would act rather hastily, and he was afraid incon- 
siderately and very imper rfeetly, if they adopted 
this amendmen!; and in this appropriation bill they 
went into this importani subject withoeu 
to a committee. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER said,so far as the amend- 
ment had reference to the mere publication of the 
Jaws, it embraced two pr opositions. In its first 
form, by providing for the publica‘ion in the papers 
having the largest circulation, it propo:ed to Jimit 
the discretion of the Secietary of State. And 
iis present form, by disconiinuing the publication in 
the newspapers, it proposed to annihilate the iaw 


sending it 
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entirely. Should they make laws,and, by not pro- 

iz fortheir publication, hide them under a 
1, it would be 
The re 
in Which it took a day 


and akalf to ride from some pertions og! them to 


dmeut prevaile 


ar as his countr 


was concerned. 


he connty seat. Andit a mancouid get his in- 
f ation of the law only by goinz to the clerk’ 
( , the consequence would be, he would never 


eetit. If they struck out the obligation of the 





etary of State t pu h the law sin the State 
journals, they abolished the publication of the laws 
in :o.d, 

In regard to the proposition that they shoul 
publish the Jaws in that journal having the largest 
amount o° subsertbers, he objected to 1t for two rea- 

7 First tripped the Executive Depariment 
of all re pon iblirly. Hie W uld leave to th Exe- 
cu the responsinil that properly belonged to 
him. te bere referred to the remarks made by 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Botts] yester 
da nee to the cirealation of the Madiso- 
nian, 2nd the remarks in ieference thereto in the 
Madisonian of this morning. 


Mr. BOTTS (Mr. C., yield 
explanation) said that he had not 


g him the floor for 

stated ye:terday, 
as the Editor of the Mavci.onian published ihis 
morairg, that vt paper Was nol 
more than two hundred sub:cribers. His remark 
yout erday was, that he bad been informed that the 
iian had not ore than three hundred 


circulation of tk 


dal ly Madi Lor 
subse ibers, and that there were two other daily 
papers in this ciy which had, as he understood, 
twelve or fourteen thousand subscribers. He had 
not deelared tuis from h's own knowledge, bu' had 
spoken of what had understood. Toe Elitor 
had said that he sixeulafed four thousand copies of 
his paper, ani he (Mr. B.) supposed it was a gra- 
vitous ci:culaion, paid fur out of the public mo- 





Mr. COOPER further ¢pposed the proposiiien 
o publish the laws in tve papers having the larges 
circulation, and pointed outsome of the uncertain- 
tres and difficult'es in aseertaining the relative cir- 
culation of different papers. He objected to the 
plan as inefficien', totally impracticable, and unad- 
t ihis mutter involved a little 
!upon th It was not 
fact that now 
had now got under 
an Administration pretending to reform, and the 





surface. 
as enpesred from the very 


e f . cm 
stared nimin the face. aney 





charge was mde agsin:t this very Adminis'ration 
} o ‘eman on s floor, who came from the 
ermer ranks of the Adininistration, of a great 
cbuse by an aitemy o subsidize the press. He 

d them to desist from thes: esanges, and 


Ve c i a fo act ON Hs OWn respca- 
lity. When the Adminisiration had rvn its 


lengeth, perhaps the people might discover iis 





hu-e-, aad commence themselves the work of re- 

iii. 

Mr. BOTTS said, if th ves aby virtue in an 
independent public press, he thought there was 
more importance in the amendment of the gentie- 
man from Keo ucky than had heen duly consider- 
f THe feared jest, from the remarks which had 
becn mace by varius gentlemen, the commiitee 


might be ‘ed oif from the trae charac er of ihis pro. 
position. When the gentleman — Kentucky 
first offered the amendment it did ot contain the 
provision now 20 strong y objected | to, to wit: That 
cutting off appropriation tor the publication cf 
e thought that goo! reasons had been 
given by the cenileman from Georgia {Mr Co PER] 
or the ground he had assumed, and he did not ob- 
ject to the striking out of that part of the resciution 
which he bad opposed. The object of the preseat 
amendment wa. another part of the public printing 
viz: thatin the newspapers. A reference to the 
Biue Book would show that $17,000 had been paid 
by asirgle Depariment «f the Government for ad- 
erlising alone; it was in that way that the public 
press in this country was bought up. A part of the 
Government advertising had lately been given to 
penny papers, which had little or no circulation be- 
yond the limits of the city where they were pub- 
lished; Ms bes recen uy been given to the New York 
Herald, which, though no penny paper, was not 
vite so decent or respectable as some of thein. If 


the 
\ a7 [Tt 
the Jaws. fi 
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any centieman doubted about voting for the amerd- 
ment on the ground of precedent, he referred such 
t» the ceneral appopriation bill of 1839, where 
they would find that asimiier amendment was then 
adopted. Mr. B. svgges'ed to those who were de. 
posed to the amendment about printing 
y pamphiet form, ihut they need not vote 





egainst tie whole proposition on that account; a 
division of the question might be made, and the 
amendme: para'ed so o be voied on by it- 
l For that he cared bar litte; but this propo- 
on te disp > with Government patronage toa 

x } ' ‘ TT rn 

party press ought ceria.nly to prevail. This was 


a profligate abuse and misapplieaticn of the public 
money, frm wiici. proc ithe grossest correp 
tien, as he did not doubt every member of the 
House as fully believed as himself 

In repiy to the remarks of Mr. Cooper, 


Mr. B. 


sail he perceived that im the Madi:onran he was 





charged with a matter that he knew nothing about. 
He was accused of h . asserted that the sub. 
scription » that paper didi mount to 200: he 





had asverted 1 euch thins Wi.t be bad said 
was this: that he had been informed the daily sub- 
scriptions to the i! not exceed three 
hundred; and bis complaint had been that a paper 
with this lim.ted number ot subscribers should 

organ for publishing 
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hee been selected as the 
Post fice Contracts, while there were other papers 
published in the city, whose subseription list,as be 
wes told, amounted tot velve or fourteen thousand. 
[ie Madiconian had not, as he understood, con- 
tredicted the assertion Mr. B had made, but stated 

tal mounted to four thousand 
eopies. Hesupposed this to be true But if this 
large amount of circulation was nu! subseribed fer, 
Mr. & presumed the expense 
came out of the public fonds; as ne rather presumed 
the editor eou'd not cffo d to faratishso largea 
imber ont of his own pecker. But if this cireu- 
lation Was withont any sub-cripiica to support it, 
then the Government bad no certsinty ihai the ad- 





vertisement vould yn tinue, since the editor 
might discontinue furn shing the paper whenever 
he pleased. The editor made some statements 
about the publication of contracts merely to for- 
waidthe views «of Government, and without any 
eharge, which, if tr « { certainly a most pas 
ty pirit. Tb atement oht be true: Mr. 





ne matter. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD expre:sed regret at the 


great na iue discre;, ancy between the two state- 
ments lurnisned two cnairmen or: different stand- 

E Seat ' Aa . toa : 
Ing comm) v he FZOU-S, | val. FiLLMORE and 
Mr. GitmMer.] and bolt furnished fiom ~ same 
Department; but ! aS tacline| to think it the 

alemeni ¥ had been read by thelatter gen 


! on. He bere went 

reasonableto 
in threes different 
papers in each Sia e must cost more then a single 
pun ication of thes amphiet form. 
reminded Mr. U. that the 
private acis were not publisved in the papers, while 
in the pamphiet edits n they were ] 

Mr. U. sill insisted on same conelasion, as 
this would not make d-fference enough to alter it. 
He rete how that the whole 
um 26h pea neress for printing the 
laws in the public pepe s about $7,800. Mr. 
U. ad the posal to dispense with this 
branch of the printing. Jie was for retre 


uppese that publishing the lav 





io gocuments to 


at the 





pe 
opposed pre 
chment, 
but notfor cuitiog off What went to meet and sup- 
ply the p pular wan's. 

Mr. U. then procre’ed to notice and reply to the 
remarks of Mr. Cusine, who had said that the 
only effect of the proposed item of reform would 
be to deprive an Cflicer at the head of a Depart- 
ment of the opporiun it of selecting. his friends to 
do the public work, and corpeiling him to employ 
his enemies. He had once been chairman of an 
hnvestigating committee, and he had in that capa- 
city beecme acquainted with some curious facts as 
to the manner in which contracts were secured to 
political friends. He here went isto a detailed ex- 
planation of the process by which a printer, though 
in fact the owest bidder fora job of Government 
printing, lost jttoa political opponent, ia consee 


quence of the proposals of the Department in- 


oS =. 


moe 














cluding a vanety of other items beside nrinting, || 
for which he had, ouyse, as printer, tr de ii 
offer. Mr. U. insisted that these various c 
articles ought to | arated, so thi 
mizh {for the ,rint ng, a_ stationer { 
onery, &c. Which the Department required for || 
the public service. Auother mode ef rewarding || 
favorites Was, Whers a yan had ma con t |} 
for @ Variely of items, on some of whic he made 
a large profit and on oth litle or hone, to en- |} 


Jar juantity of the profitable item to be tur- 











nisned t Rimi, aa ninith iatof those unpro- 
fitable ; ' 

Mir. U. coacleded by x ing an amendment in 
conformity with the principle he bad statedin his | 
speech, add guiaz to separate the iicins to ke bid |] 
for, and thus secure a fair compe n for the sup- |] 
ply ef each; but he cele: i moving the arienc- || 
ment at pressnt 

Mr POPE next addressed the commi tee in scme 
remarks on the Joud professions of gentlemen in || 
favor do: economy aad retrenchment. Ele was as || 
mucn in favor of a fair aed reasonable reforia as 
any man, bui not for y went to cat off informa- | 
tin irom the peop'e ‘Phat was not the sort of re- || 
form the Whigs had preached from the stump at.| 
the late Presidentia ection; infect the chief doe- |} 
icine he had himself insitted on when sty it |} 
in his own district, was, that Government ought to |} 
make the money good, an! as plenty as they could. 
[A laugh.] He held tha: tae only effectual way to || 
reform the pudiice abuse-, was io have men of ine |} 


tegrity to administer the Government. He did nat || 

















much beheve in ths lans and prone ittons for 
retrerchment: they wou ior the most part end i 
mocusnn i Or y is ‘or each officer { 
the head of an, branch of the Goverament, er ia 
any other public trust, to select mea to do the 
pubiue work 4 { y r,an:} 
then io get j Clic 
| J p - { ' t e hi- 
! bis namber or ihati i 
th t Gf gentle n about 
y ! ‘ an k f I | tep l- 
i@ press, Was all pretty mucha |} 
net a word of it As ti i 
t t he Ihe ithat |] 
7 th i ui 

! t man at the head: he wel! 

Sree contra i1thn Wve ; 

ler id ii wa f 

} { a 

s : ve j 
r of tb ‘ 3, vi 
{ ‘ i t un His ¢ 1 ; 

Vis | i? b ved that the panm- 

I V f compara ly little 
ac Lit , ‘ rd { { , ih | hil wi | 
Ccounly cou t 1 ' thot Oilel i} 
ing there h s.¢ 10 find py i |] 
his | i i Lt lawyers, and th pre » it 
too, 2 h nt ! Wrest w by cut- 
ting them oui of ihe newepane and laying them |] 
by. Mr. P. had furnished huaselif ocutof h S pti- 
vale purse, &e i 

As to the gentiemen wh were 6 exceeding 
fierce tor reform, he would say to some of them |! 
that Dy the calis tary otien q on the | 
Departments for jong tabular statements which |} 








neither they n¢ y else made any use 
when they were furnished, they spent for the Go- || 


as 


vernment more in additional c'erk bire than they |! 


haae 
saved to it by their retrenchment speeches. These |} 
Calis served, indeed, to make a figure in the papery, |] 
and to give geniiemen sume little notoriety as || 
i 


Making a great tuss i: 


;on the subject o! 
retrenchment; but ther 


led, pretiy much. He 
believed it would be a very good rule te publish no 
exua nuinber of any document. The laws, indeed, 
they were bound to mi public for the benefit of 
the people, and this he would never oppose or em- 








barrass by legal! restricions, which in practice 
would come to nothing. He stated some efforts 
of bis own, when Governor of Arkansas, to 
give the pe ple a chance to get access to the laws 
by having them copied out ai his own expense, for 
some gentlemen would at mes go for the good of | 
the country, provided no very strong temptation | 
drew them asice. [A laugh.] He thought when 


il 
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Government 











ARCHE 
Elijah Knox to withdraw certain papers of bis from 
d a memorial from the 
. duty of 20 
ix would not protect the manufac- 


ir, CLAYTON present 


article in this country from 
competition: referred the Committee on I 


On motion of Mr. BENTON 
> ? e ¢ y he * 
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| form the Senate what steps, if any, have been taken to carry 
‘ of { September 11, 1e41, ior the pur 
| hi ‘we aler. hemp tf lie 1 4 the United 


( i 
States Navy 





On motion of Br, SEVEER, it was 
Ite sed. Tiatthe ¢ Put Lands be instructed 
! ; i y of authe ng Phydela Ste- 
4 ‘ it-la i SLEY rer guarclan lor 
} he State of Arkansas, 
and, 1 being 
r as t y land tor hits services asa 

I } i " 


DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS. 
Fre resoiudions heretolore introduced by Mr. 


Tappan, trom the Coa. mittee on the Liorary, were 
akea up, and modified to read as fol! 
' ed. I ‘ iW d opinions 
1 t 1 1 s i he ssh February, 
| \ ! h mer rs Con 
4 rec i bil the } re ex 
L 
Ke i ere f 1450 ee ofthe state pa 
he public lands, in five volumes, after complying wath 
of ¢ ress on that sul t, be distributed 
it nie mbe W Co tess 'o be by Uiem tributed in 
thelr yr Clive Stat Perriteries 


Mir. BENTON tought that the Senate had long 
since come to the determination of distriibaupg no 
more buoks. One of the great evils of that distri 
buiion system was more to be seen in the large 
quantity of books on hand. If the practice wag 
again revived, the eflect would be that when these 
cre exhausied, they would oicer the printing of 
, In aby exten!, to reviving 
ot voupg hbraries to 
themselves, to | paid) out of the moneys 
of the people. of room cculd he had 
in the Capito! to contain those books; if net,-he 
would be wil ne io send them to the Governors of 
the States and Territores to get ¢ ear cf them, that 
they micht be disinbuted to the Nhraries, colleges 
es of the re pective state: He hoped 


the resoluticn would beso modified that the books 








noont f herit of tt re 

Mr. TAPPAN said taesit was pro ‘d to dis- 
tribute these b among nbers of Covgress, 
they would no doubt send the bocks to the univer- 
ities of the several States Butte had intreduced 


esclution atthe suggest h cf the Committee 
brary,as ‘he room in which these books 
were Was Wanted 2S a piace Of mreiing lor one ot 
the commiitees, and he etore he thoueht that they 
ought to be disposed cf in ome equitable manner. 
Ii the rescluts: ps could be med:tied to be more 
erreeable i enate, he would checrinlly acqui- 

} | vere of no use 
here, were an incumbranee, thercem beieg wanted 


for the vu ol one of the commil ees, and if no oth. 
er disposition could be mace of them, they had bet- 
terbe taiven ent and burned. 


Mr. KING never wouid consent either to pur- 


chase or print book to stribuie amone members 
of Coner He had witnessed the diseraceful 
efiects of it heretofore. Li- had seen book » print. 


ed ata hsavy experse, out of the peepie’s money, 
dis'ributed io members of Congres, and no sooner 
read, they distributed, than they nd in the 
tof the ac- 
tual cost fer printing. Ti the distribution was 
again commenced, no sooner would those bocks 
on hand be exhausted, then they would resort to 
printing for ferther distribution. The excure for 





market in this city, selling for 


‘ 


printing wou'd isen be, that if you do net distri- 
bute to those who have not received their quota, it 
woald be unjast. As thet oned in the 


resolution were cf littie valve, and almost might 


be thrown away, he was v they should 
be disposed of by being sen! and other 





institution’ for the dissemina'ion cf knowledge. He 
would, however, prefer that they should be dis- 


—~ 


csed of for what they would bring 

Mr. ALLEN sand he believed the object of bis 
honorable colleague was to dispose of tuese books 
in such a manner that they might become useful 
to somebody, whereas at present they were of no 
use whateverto any one. He himself believed it 
would be better to make a donation of them to the 
Legislatures of the several States, and leave those 
Legislatures to dispose of them according to their 
discretion, 

Members of Congress, when attending their legis- 
lative duties, had access to an axtensive library and 
to all necessary dcecuments, and did not therefore 
require for themselves the posicssion cf these books; 
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and he believed the bes 
be made of them 








i disposition which could 
would he to place them at 


the disposal of the several State Legislatures; 
those Legis'atares, atter having placed a copy in 


their own lifrary, and one in each of the depart- 


menis of Siair, migut, if they should think proper 
to do so, bestow the remaining coy here were 





a surplus, Upon and public institution 
within their respective Siates. To distribute them 
among mem-vers would, to his mind at least, carry 
too much the apprarance of making them personal 
and private property. Any apprepriatioa which 
might be made, should bave rejerence to public, 
and not to private gain. There would then be no 
motive hereailter {o: ting for the printing of 
great quantities of books and documents. He 
propos.d to amend the resolution, by put y in 


the words, “Siate 

fr. TAPPA 
distribute had nothing to 
printing or purchasing books 
members of Cui lve that ques- 
tion jn its effects. Li merely a proposition to 
get rid of an incumbrance. It struck him that the 
best and least expensive mode o them dis- 
tributed to advantage ain was to have 
it done through the members of Congress, who 
were presumed to be best advised as to 
be the most jadieious disposition w 
States they represented. 


Legislatures.” 
i that the preposition to 
i with a question of 


for distribution among 





remarke 


; nor did 


itinv 


Wes 


i having 
ng the States 
, 
what wou'd 
th regard to the 


Mr. McROBERTS moved the following asa 
subsiiiute for the original resolution, viz: 

Reeole That the 0) Cope fil iws aud Opinions print 
ed u er ms he tion of = i Ps S, IN37, no 
hand, and the residue o i coy tthe s ers ¢ | 
on lancs In live sv t npivi wtih former fre 
Jutions of Consi pon \ be distributed amo \ 
nine Si nd three T i public 
according to the censu i imtl, to nv em distributed ia 
such manner asthey shalldeem pro; 

Mr. McROBERTS remarked that these papers 


would be of no manner of servis lawyer or 
State in which the public lands were not sitvete. It 
would be to them au ux ui SO le pa- 
per; but they would be of great value and impor- 
tance to the new Staies and Territories, and to the 


courts of justice and the ibe States 


elo any 


iuCch We 


’ 
iaw ¢ _ is of 


where the great body of the pub lie lands lies. He 
thought the least expensive mode of dist: siege 
would be to have it done through ‘he members and 
delegates from those Statcs and Territoriess. He 





would go for either course that would best 
the object oi im ndment. 
Mr. BU ‘HA NAN said he pr Rov] ion « 


Senator from Ohio, as he unders ood 


ob‘aini 


f the 
13 


= eC 
il oOvjyec’, 





Was an excellent one, and he would cheertally 
vote for disposing of these books, alwost on any 
terms, and clearipg the rooms which were now en- 
cumbered with them. He derstood that the new 
Standing committee of ihe Senator trom Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Moreneapn’s Retrenchment Commit- 
tee,] had, a3 yet, no resting place within this 
building. He hoped some disposition would be 
made of. these bocks, if fer no other reason, at 


least for the perpose of enabling that committee to 
commence iis labors. He anxiously desired that 
that excellent commiitee should bave an opporta- 
nity of beginning the work of reform with as litile 
delay as possible They were about to put an end 
to those generalities in the work of reform which 
they had been accustomed to pursuc, and to de 
scend to particulars. In this way alone could re- 
trenchment be effectua!ly accomplished. He would 
vole for almost any dispcsition which it might be 
proposed to make of these books, but he could 
noi consent to vote books to himself for any rea- 
son wh.ch could be imagined. The contingent ex- 
penses of the Senate had become enormous. He 
was astonished at the amount to which their ex- 
penditure had been swelled; and he hoped the Se- 


nator from Kentuck y would begin wiih these vast 
and irresponsible expenditures. The books were 
ceriainly the property of ihe Senate, and might be, 


as he had no doubt they would be if the resoiution 
should be adopied, fairly and horest!y distribated. 
But in what light woul’ it be viewed? It would 
be, after all, a distribuion to their friends; and if 
it were not to result in th immediaie benefit, it 
gave them at leasisome degree 7 patronage, by 
giving them the opportunity of sending five beauti- 
fully boand volumes to whomsoever they might 


eit 
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think proper. He was willi ng to give the Senaior 
from Obio a_ carte blaxche as to the di po- 
al of bis (Mr. B’s) vote upon this mat- 
ter, provided, in the disposition which he 
might make of these.books, he would have Sena- 
tors wholly exonerated from the responsibility of 
their distribution. He could not vote in favor of 
giving them to themselves, or to their particular 
friend He (Mr. Bucaanan) did not went any of 
hem for himself, or for disiributioa to his friends; 


d take this occasion to observe that he 


id he wou 


would be very giad indeed if the contingent ex- 
ence f he ir j vi} ne? t > ) he Se > 
penses of ithe individual members of the Senate 
should be discontinued altagether. He had no 


doubt that, with the exception, perhaps, of the Se- 
nator from New York, he himself was in the habit 
ig more lever paper than any other member 
of that body. Indeed, since he had held a seat 
there, he had been scarcely abie to attend to any 
hing else than his correspondence; and he was 
persuadcd that $20 would pay for al! the paper he 


u 


oft sil 


used in the course of a session; and for the¢redit 
of the Senate, he hoped that they would not, for 
the sake of this sma!l sum, consent to entail upon 


the publie funds so large a burcen of expendi'ure 


as that which annually took place. He could not, 
ti wetore, vote either for the amendment or the 
rina! resolution; but he would say to the Sena- 


orig 


Utic 


tor from Ohio that he might do with his share just 
what he pleased, provided he did not ask him to 
receive them. 
Mr. SMiTH of Connecticut opposed the amend- 


ment, and s 
tribute these beoks to 


Territorie 


aid that they had no more right to dis- 
the nine States and the three 
than they had to distribute them among 


the members of Congress. Nether had they any 
more tivht to distribute them to colleges than to 
common schools. Ile was in favorof sellicg them 
in the book market, for whatever they would bring, 
and returning the proceeds to ‘he ; ublic Treasury. 
That he conceived was the only legitimate and 
constiiational mode of disposing of them, since it 


was agreed on all hands that it was net proper to 
give them to members of Congress for their per- 
sonal benefit, or the benefit of their private friends. 
Mr. CALHOUN said he presumed the original 
intention was, that these books should be devoted 
to some usefnl purpose, and as it was admitted that 
they are only a nui-ance here, he thought that 
they should be distributed where they could be 
most usefully employed. As to the rizht of the 
pply t proper, there 
He would therefore vote in favor 

of the anencment of the Senator from Illinois. 
The question bronght up in his mind the reccllec- 
tion of those lavish expenditures which had been 
heretofore ineurred by Congress, under the influ- 
ence of the surplus revenue, and he was gratified 
to see a returning sense of propriety beginning to 
manifest itself, and to find that the extravazance 


he } a alluded to was beginning to meet universal 


Senate to ; hem as they thought 


oub + 


was nod 


cond Pe ation. 
Mr. McROBERTS said that it was agreed, upon 
all hands, that the books were in the way; and the 


only qi restion was, how shauid they be disposed of? 
The proposition which he had suggested, it seemed 
to him would productive of more good than sub- 
mitted by the Senator irom Ohio. 

Mr. MOREHEAD expressed his perfect willing: 
ness to male a just distribution of the books, but 
he cou'd not vote for the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Illinois. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
—ayes ll, nays 14—but no quorum having 
voted— 

Ir. SEVIER ealled 
which were ordered. 

Mr. MANGUM hoped there wonld be an end 
to this system of printing books by Congress for 
distribution. He moved to lay both resolution 
and amendment on the table, and with a purpose 
of not taking them up again. 

Mr. TAPPAN explained that the books were 
already paid for, and being an encumbrance it was 
neceseary tc get rid of them some way or other. 
with- 


for the yeas ind nays, 


Mr. MANGUM, at Mr. Cray’s request, 
drew his motiou. 

Mr. CLAY said the books were here and paid 
for, and in the way; and should be disposed of in 























some manner. He wax, however, opposed to giv- 
ing them away to the nine States. He would go 
for the general distribution on the general princi- 
ple, but was opposed to discriminating between the 
States on the presumption that they were not all 
interested in the public lauds. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to strike out the word 
“nine” in the amendment of the Senator from Illi- 
nois, so that the books might be distributed among 

ll the States and the three Territories. 

Mr. CLAY said that, as the distribution was 
thus made general, he had no objection to it. 

Mr. BUCHANAN would now agree to the 
amendment. 

The call for the yeas and nays having been with. 
drawn by general consent, 

The res. lution as amended was then adopted. 

The Senate then proceeded to the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. CLAY remarked that the particular order 
of the day was his resolutions on retrenchment. 
He proposed to postpone that order ull next Mon- 
day for the purpose of taking up the next order, 
being his resolutions to amend the Constitution by 
restricting the veto power; which motion was 
agreed to. 

Some conversation then took place between 
Messrs. BAYARD, ALLEN, and BUCHANAN, 
as to the privrity of business, the first named 
Senator contending that the bill authorizing the 
District banks to receive and pay out the notes of 
non-specie paying banks, being the special order 
for Thursday last, should have precedence of the 
veto resolutions, which were the special order for 
Friday last, both having been postponed by the 
discussion on the retrenchment resolutions. He 
also made an appeal in behalf of the banks. The 
controversy was putanend te by Mr. Cray, on 
whose motion the District Bank bill was postponed 
till to-morrow as a special order. 

And the Senate proceeded to the consideration 
of Mr. Cray’s jo nt resolutions to amend the Con- 
stitution, by vesting the appointment of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury and Treasurer of the United 
States in the two Houses of Congress; by restrict- 
ing the veto power of the President; ‘and by ren- 
dering Senators and Representatives in Congress 
inelizible to civil appointment by the Executive of 
the United States, during the whole period for 
which they may be elected. 

Mr. CLAY observ-d that he had considered the 
subject in reference to the amendment suggested 
by the Senator from Virginia, with regard to ex- 
tending the time for the reconsideration of a bill 
vetoed by the President of the United States, and 
had come to the conclusion of accepting that mo- 
dification. His resolution on the snbject of the 
veto would, as modified, be to the effect that a bill 

toed atone session should be deferred to the next 
succeeding session, when, if again passed by a 
majority, it shouid become a law, the objections of 
the President notwithstanding. 

Mr. BERRIEN, being entitled to-the floor, ad- 
dressed the Senate for upwards of two hours; 
chiefly confining himself to the subject of the veto 
power. At the outset he stated that it was his pur- 
pose to be as brief as the importance of the subject 
would admit. In discussing the resolution in rela- 
tion to the veto, he woald treat it as modified at 
the suggestion of the Senator from Virginia. Had 
jt not been so moditied, he would have felt it neces- 
sary to move such an amendment himself. 

In the beginning, he would not recognise any 
analogy between the tribunitian veto of ancient 
Rome, and the executive veto of this Government, 
for reasons which he stated at considerable length; 
neither would he recognise any analogy between 
the veto of the British King and that of the Presi- 
dent of the United States. His aim would be 
to show that the veto power of the executive in 
the Government, asit now exists, instead of being 
limited, as some gentlemen argue, is absolute, 
and more uncontrollable that the veto in a monar- 
chy. 

He disclaimed the superstitious reverence which 
is he!d up in terrorem against amending the Con- 
stitution, and argued that this Constitution was 
but the work of man, and bore in itself internal 
evidence of the consciousness of its frameres that it 











would, with time and experience, need moditica- 
ton. 


ry 


ie next reviewed the arzuments of those wh 


had precceded him ia the diset 

his position with regard to th 
$ 

vernment. Ele consicered it 


1d defined 
his Go- 




















‘ iil Of [ee 
Stralint es regards individuals; but as regards the 
people, colleciively, mereiy an expression of tt 
will, And wih regaid ihe nati ity ¢ 
character, he waintai: ihat it was Indiderent, 
Jar as his definition went, whe rit Was Cc der- 
ed the Governmont @ Nailon or the Governinent 
or a coutece! n of iai rit (have an 
individua hy < Wii in eit r case. His viewed il 
as agreat corporation— ering a sori of legs] 
entlily—a thing Af iS abd 1S ho —2 wlale 
Sta'es—a nail among nelions—; ( 
corded PpOWeIS~—.aligual in the exercise of the 
powers—bul, on retucniog | denationalized 
This he considered iis characer, not cn 
regard to exiernal, but to internal wers, 
The people had vested ail ligislatve power 
in Congress, and had given the Executive 
Department of the Government to the President; 
but he maintained that the obj cl, sO lar as regar - 
ed the delegation of Jegisiative powers to Congress, 
was defrated byt cxercise of the veto power, : 
that exeicise practically, whatever may have been 
the jniention Useorctcally, resulied conirolling 
and finally dictaiipg Jegisiation. Tue inmegrity, 
capacity, ana motives, of the representatives o @ 


peuple, to legislate according to the powers ana pria- 
ciples of the Ceonstituilon, could not be execed 





> 
by any integrity, capacity, or motives, of the E 
eculive; therelore it never could be the intention ¢ 
the Constitution that be shoald ec tr l, wiitat 
and dictate legisiation. Besides, he argued that 


would involve a princip!e to wRich the framers ot 
the Constitution were utterly hostile—hat of vest- 
ing too much power in o1 an. He further 
argued that the Cuts'ilathn expiessly ®ppoint 
the judiciary, the supreme tribunal, as the arb'ter 
of the constiutionality of ail laws passed by Con- 
gress; but the exeicise of the veto power 

posed between t 


inter- 
1@ judges and the thing to 
judged, and cut it off from 
on-y tribunal competent to 
tionality. 

He next argued that the veto gave the Execr- 
tive a double control over Iesisiation. Wi 
it, through the heads of Vepaiimen 
their offices at his pleasure, he dictates, or at 
least i carrying cn of 
the Government, as would be proved by re 
ence to the statute bock, ihe gieater part of 
which was cecupie 
Depariments. ‘Thi bably 
but it was imterference enougi 


; od a ae : 
without the additicnal in 


i ve 
ver coming before the 


ecide upon its constitu- 


it te S bay tor ha 
Initiates ai aws i0OfF ih 


i with laws emana 


ting from the 








> OL the veto 
The infleence of the veto, he contended, wes se- 
cret and silent—ihe consciousness cf its power, 
even when it siept, operating so as to throw all the 
powers Gi legisiation into ihe hancs of the Kxecu- 
tive, leaving Congress bui his agent to carry out 


bis views. AN ausoiute veio he considered 
exceptionable t 
Government; for, if absolute, no President would 
have the nerve to assume the respons:di 
cising it. He next combated 
idea that Southern men cought 
power for their own sakes, let t 
upon it in other respects be What they may. He 
maintained that before it cou'd be called into u 
for the piotection of the South, sucha siaie of 
things must exis! as would render it no more than 
a rope of sand to bind this Union together. 

When Mr. BERRIEN had concluded, 

Mr. CLAY proposed a postponement of the fur- 
ther consideration of the subject to this day week 
in order to give a friend, now indi 
portunity of speaking on it. The further conside- 
ration of the resolotions was accordingly made the 
special order for Friday next. 
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reed th ct t CO 
reCUy, that yvunen ine 


Nlonday next. 


On motion, li Was % 
adjourn it be to 

Mr. CLAY moved that the Senate go into Eye- 
cutive session for afew minutes, to dispose of some 
nominations on the table. 
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Phe Senate ihen went into Execuiive session, 
and short] ter adjour: 
j 
TONE OD PEPPRPeRPUT.ATTYIVUE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
oY nA , Ts ) 
I DAY, wwaaicn 1, 1842 
r \ t , 
Phe J urt i vesierday wa {and epproved. 
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i | i ft ‘ XY O1 ia acn av at 
is iin a owt 
> T moa ; } 
Ul { vine nv i rise Immedt 
‘ tel { the J rf, and called 
for tt re2 wsines ‘ l morning neu, in 
isted on his n on, 
-— TA , mht wAP 
R rON RETREN MENT. 
¢ } . "he 
I i busi of the morning hour 
M ( hles OL T Q I reported 
\ ‘ iat a Baty ’ ' 
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{ indica c 
i i ‘ rit are 
i Do J 
Out SUMMI! ‘ resolution 
} } . wil ’ 
we amended Dy striking out therefrom the word 
Oo ceencr,”’ and Inserting the word “postmaster.” 
A ‘ by é ia hetwee} 4 ' 
. T € 
J G. FLOYD ard SU! RS— 
: on was taken, and the resolu'j yn, 
writt nt lchate or divi » wae acy pre d. 
The seventh resolution beisg under considera. 
1101 Yn he wore to \ 


d 
)) Wii re 
1 ! reof 
Capi r fo 
it li ct 
ii 
No am ent was ¢ i and the resoluti Dy 
4 cr j 
withot ta ( iv «a a pt ( 
a Jert: } .oO y { idearat 
ine ¢ i iu { MeMUET CO Cra'ion, 
i > { Wil iO 
R I ‘ V 
i ( t 
t 10 yas may 
i Cler fice: that he 
1 
we K 1 ) ily ir 
8 a t peur 
f ; 
f W pi 
and ices, 8 
A I t it 
P j r (qua 
f ry for 
‘ ft of the 
, . i t i in the 
( } i 8 Ww 
: { ) the amount 
H he b 
i rid s 
y li ‘ rk fic 
SU , R23 moved to amend the resolu- 
\ rikicg out the foliowing word “ And 
ital away,and preserve in his office, the 
. <2 
orginals of seech b “2nd Invoices, so that the 
same may be at all times readily referred to.” 


reason for proposing 





this amendment, that ti uls were preserved on 
file atthe ient 
my: , } > - 
neq the am was 





agrecd to. 


' 
Ine resoltle 





tion by inserting in the fourth line, aiier the word 
: ait : 
oO ic W 5 
( in allicas ) ar Ame in ma 
Mr. W. said he hoped he should not give oeca- 
sion to any protracted dsbate by moving this little 


amenament, 
it himself. 
exist a 


He had but few worJs to say about 
Whatever differences of opini:n micht 
s to the policy of protecting the fabrics of 
our own indusyy by a system of discriminating du- 
ties, he thought ail would agree in the propriety of 
patronizing those fabrics, wherever it could be done 


without detriment to the public service. He could 


not help thinking that it must have touched the na- 
tional pride of others beside himself, to see foreign 





283 


;onso many of the little ariicles of statione- 
sich were used by an American Congiess. He 

il not believe it was Lecessary to send to Bag- 
shaw, of Sheffield, to get knives good enough for 
mending pens, paring apples, or whittling sticks, 
whichever were the purpose for which they were 
furnished. He thought we could procure steel 














peos, too, at home as good as Gillows or Windle’s. 
And he certainly hoped it weuld not be found ne- 
cessary to send again to Rhvades and Co. at Lon- 


don ‘o geta few sheets of paper and merocco made 

| which was sup- 
plied us was already, he believed, of domestic 
fy complained of it. And 
that ail the other articies of siationery 


procured 


manulaciure, ana Hove 
he fejl sure 
might ke athome without any increase 
of expense or any Ciminution of intrinsic goodness, 
If there chaneed to be a Jiitle less elegance of finish 
or deticecy of ornament about them, there would 
be the less temptauon for an extravagant use of 
| A this kind, 


: 
hem. Apart from any consicerations of 


“Mr ’, said he thought that the purchase of all 


this stationery at home would be no small security 
against fraud. He bad no design to impeach the 
integrity of any of the Clerks of this Hoase, pre- 
sent or past; he had full cor fidence in the fidelity 
of the present incumbent of that office; but one of 
the objects of these resolations was to cut off op- 

f Now, every one must per- 


nortunines of abuse. 
nportunilies would exist to a 
t 


ceive that there op] 

much greater extent if our stationery was pur- 
chased abroed. False invoites might be made out 
by a collusion between the C.erk and the foreign 
manufacturer, and ; sions to almost any 
amount be pocketed by the Clerk, without the pos- 
sibility of detection. He hoped the amendment 
would be adopted on this account, if on no cther. 

Mr. SUMMERS inquired whether the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. WintTHrop] intend- 
ed that the American article should be procured 
without regard to cost or qualily? 

Mr. WINTHROP replicd that ae should be wil- 
ling, for one, to have the au o construed 
as to make the order absolute upon ie Clerk to 
buy American stationery exclusively. ‘The domes- 
tic competition would be sufficient to prevent any 
difficuity from such a pr But the phrases 
st times he may find practicable,” in the 

lution, and “‘giving preference,’ in the 
amendment proposed, would undoubtedly leave the 
Clerk at Jiderty to buy a fore:gn article if any con- 
siderations of quality or cost rendered it necessary 
to do so. He was not disposcd, however, to en- 
courage the Clerk in this course by making the au- 
thority more expiicit. He wished to insert in the 
resolution an exoression of decided preference for 
the home-made article and one which he hoped 

regarded upon any ight induce- 








endment 


vision. 





** on the | 





original res 


would net be di 
ment. 
Mr. M. A. 


amendment bp adding trereto the f 


COOPER moved to amend the 
oliewing words: 
* P 01 ‘ d, Ti a t iey bee u | Vv ch af 


ind of as good qua 
After a few brief remarks from Messrs. M. A. 
OOPER, MORGAN, W. W. IRWIN, and ME- 
IWErHER— 

The previous question (orizinally moved by Mr. 
IrnwIn, bat withdrawn by him, and renewed, on 

SRIWETHER) Was demanded. 

And there was a second. 

‘nd the main question (being first on the 
amendment to the amendment) was ordered to be 
taxwen. 

’Mr. D. H. LEWIS asked the yeas and nays on 
the amendment to the amendment; which were 
ordered, and, being iaken, were: yeas 98, noes 87. 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 
t ’ 

And the question then reeurred and wes taken 
on the amendment of Mr. Wintsnrep, and it wes 
agreed to. 

And the resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

And the ninth resolation beitg@ under considera- 
tion, ia the words following, to wil: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster of the House be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and required to deliver io ¢ach member of 
the House the usual articles of stationery now furnished to the 
members, to an amount not exceeding In value, at the cost price 
in the stationery-room, the sum of $25 for the Jong session, and 
@2) for the short session of Congress; that he keep a true and 
accurate account of ali stationery which he may so deliver to 
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ir. J MASON it 
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i 

es Ii 

Ni bi LN ) 1 I t 
by sinking ou r ihe word *‘resolved,” and 
jeserting the f 

“That n 

ne | 4 

Mr. CUSHIN adicaied his prefere > f h 
propesition Lh man trom South Carolina 
(Mr. Houmes] over the three others. Tae en- 
forcement ot uch re ition as that resorted 
from the committee he regarded as an imputation 
hn the hone the micmbers of th House. 
Against that imputation he protesied. He hoped 
the proposition of the gentleman tro.» South Caro- 
Jina would be ado-ted. That woud be a real eco- 
nomy, and weuld put anend to all the abuses re 
ferred t 


Mr. HOPKINS did not coneur in the opinion of 





the gentleman from Massachu | Mr. Co-nING] 
that the re. tit . rimputation of the meme 
bers «f the H e He, Mr. i. pu to tha I 
tle ha i I Y eo \ 4 +f = 
ful u i the | I ch 
was t! Cc! } - 

tior 

An } ! ti 
rec en ( \ if ra mpu- 
talion « any i ( et It w 
known 2 pre nputa : ty upon 
evel } irom go- 
jog to fixt n t W i 
Caicvia { 

Mr. ti ) ha resolut of 
the coi t t i €-pe- 
cla ses, 
&C { 
evil ihe 
substitute p! i i Ma- 
rylat { ? 

M HOLL > ! Cie Cclenz 
the 1 ! CAaicitls » 7 > my 
and 4 i np alnst 
the mer Cong Was cor- 
rupt; l i i re we! i the 
body olf } ri 
steal ba i nad 
pro’ : wor 
guilty | 

Mr >t Si wer ic f i I \- 
tion « it } e. a ing that its adc p i 
would impugn the honur of any member, and a 
seriing, on the contrary, ta turnished the mo 
effectual means of exonerating the House from 
such imputation 

Mr. S. moved » previous question. 

aint nel ecoll 

Bui, r hour hay expired, Mr 
GIDD iy I j le ¢ ol € 
day 

Mr ibh that the rules in relation 
to the o:det vended fortse pure 
pose 0 ! ed i the consideration of the re- 
SOIWMODS Leiore H use 

Afier some conversation, the qu n was taken, 
and the rules (by ihe requicite afflirmaiive vote of 
two-thirds) were :uspended. 

And the question iecurring on the amendment 
to the amendment— 


Mr. HOLMES a 


ked the yeas and nays; which 


were ordered, and, bering taken, were as follow 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landa W Andrews, Ather ' 
Baker, Barnard, Bees Bidlack, Blair, Brewster, Brockway 
HKurke, Burnel!, Wi nO.B r. Green W. Caldwell, P 
trick C. Caldwell, Cathoun, William B iCampbell, Ca 
ruthers, Casey, Chiids, Clifford, Clinton, 23, James Cooper 
Oross. Cushing, G. Davis, R. D. Davis. Dawson. Dean. Deberry 





‘CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 











D I 4 Jo ( Ediwar Jot G. Floyd, For 
ie i e | r, Gerry, G ri Gos Patrick 
Gq «( Q Gr r. Gree Gwi [arris 
! H tH H i Jit I 
\ rw ' I I j J M 
i MI : TT} rv 
‘ i Mods! M eM Plu 
J i RK Ri R t Wi Rues 
J I Shaw, 5 rd, ™ s Willia 
=  & Slo Ja 1 1 rad 
i t “ \ Re Wa \ 
i I W i \ t J \\ Wi 
Vi W Wis iA \ 4 
s—WV Sherlock J. A Al 1, Ay g 
I I B kK. Boardn Bor Bow Boyd 
| \ VV. B Mi if \ Jorem Brow 
\ j John Car i i j Cammy { uy 
1 n, J.C. Clarke, ¢ Mark A. Cooper 
( ‘ (‘rave Do J Kiiwa Esher 
I i Fi wre, Charles A. Fio Gamble, Gates, 
‘ William A. Goode, Habersham, Hal, Ha John 
H Hays, Ho Ju ,» Hudson, Charles J. Inger 
J R foezerso James, Cave Johnson, Lew 
Med KR I Met t Sat aM 
i Vias Maynat M wether, iris ‘ 
( Owsley, Parmente Partrid Pea eect 
I B nin Rat \ i yr Randall, Ra pt 
I RK her, Reyno Rice iX ey, Saltonsta 
= Alex rH.HO OS rt, John T. Siu Summers, 
Sy La erro, John B. Thomps Richard W., 
th Tillinghast, Tomlinson, Triplett, Turney. Wal- 
, Warre Washington, Christopher Il, Williams, Joseph 
Williams, and Winthrop—%& 
So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 
tA 


{Some desultory discussion here fol!owed on a 
point of order, arising cn a motion, indicated by 
Mr. Wise, to reconsider the vote just taken; but it 
led to no action | 

The question then recurring on 


f Ay 
OL ivi! 


the amendment 

Joun T. Mason, as amended by the amend- 
Mr. Hommes— 

Mr. MASON asked the yeas and nays, which 


ment o 





were ordered, and being taken, were as follows: 
YEA Mi I Adame, Allen, Landath W. Andrews, Ath- 
i Barnard, B , Blair, Brewster, Burke, Bur- 
VW oO pb Gree W. Caldwe Patrick ¢ 
‘ x ( Vi m B. Cam i.e hers, ¢ ey 
( { Ci ‘ J ( { Cus 
I ‘ Db. D Dawsen, D i) ty, D 
I J G. Floyd, Fornaice, A L. I Gerry, 
GC rP.G Goo . Gordon, Gra r, Gi 
i J Hastings, Henry, Holmes, Ifo; 
if Jan j W W. Irwin, Andrey 
j I J t 1, Lowell, McKay, Meck 
A Marshall, John Tt Mason, Ma ; 
Maxwell, Medill, Moor Morgan, Osborne, Poy 
K Ri iy, Roosey William Russell, Shaw, Shepperd, 
~ sun mm, Suv , Steenrod, J. T. Siuart, Jacob 
Poland, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, 
\ i ! W W j 3 W. Williains 
~ Vv S.T A 4 A Bab k 
! i Boa un, Bo B Bw i A 
Vii { Bi Jere 1 I wr, \V ib ft. 
; r ee ( Chitt en, 
j -S ( ; Mar A. ( r ‘ ( ranston, 
( Dol J Edwards, I I iilimore, 
i is F. | I Gam frat (er ( igs, Wil 
i 0 Go Habe am, Hail, 1, Hla it k, Ho 
li ( rles J. Ingers Joseph RoI I J S 
\ ‘ j n, lo n, Lewis, Abraham McClel- 
rR I { 1 Samson M . Maynard, Meriwett f 
i Newhard, Oliver, Ows Par r, Partridze, 
> P Pow Ra vy, Be um Rand Alex- 
i R i, Reneher, Reyn Riggs, Rodney 
! M. R Sa I i Saunders Tru in Smith, 
\ sini ~ y, Stratto A TG. S rs wrs 
s i ufery John B. Thompson, Ri rd W. Themy 
i fomlinson, Triplett, Turney, Van Buren, 
W WwW n, Edward D. White, C. HE. Williams, 
J L.. Williams, and Winthrep—95 
So the amendment, as amended, was rejected. 
And the question recurring on the adoption of 


the penly 


(hie ies ( 


Oon-= 
Mr. SUMMERS asked the yeas and nays, which 
rdered, and, being taken, were as follows : 

Y &AS—Mesars. Adams, All Landaff W. And 








Ande Arnold. Ather , Babcock, Boker, Bar 

t Lil Boardn Borde br ; 

A \ Biow Milten Br niah Brown, Burke, 

B Wiliam Bauder, Wi r, Green W. Cald- 
ick ©. Caldweil, Ca unpbell, William 


sary, Casey, Cl 


B. Campbell, T. J. Campb 
t ‘iflord, Coles, ¢ 


my | ap- 
den, Jo sa! 





| es Cooper, Mark Cranston, Cravens, 

( a3, Garrett Davis, Dawsor y, Eastman, John Ed 
var E rt, Ferris, Filln ! yrence Foster, Thomas 
F. F r, Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmer, 
( gh Patrick G. Goode, William O. Goode, Gordor, 
Granger, Green, Gwin, Habersham, Hall, John Hastings, 
Hay Heary, Wopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hudson, 
RM. T. Hunter, Charles J. logersoll, James Irvin, James, Cave 
Johanson, Lane, Lewis, Linu, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham 
McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Alfred Mar 
shall, Samson Mason, Jolia Thompson Mason, Mathiot, Mat- 
wks, Maxwell, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, New 


hard, Oliver, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Pearce, 
Pickens, Pope, Powell, Ramsey. Beajamin Randall, Alexander 
Randail, Rayner, Reding. Rencher, Reynolds, Ridgway, 
Riggs, Rodney, Roosevelt, Wm. Russell, James M. Russell, 
Saltonstall, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Simonton, Truman 
Smith, William Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Stokely, Stratton, 
Alexander Hf. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, 

















(een ee 


———_————_——— 


Taliaferro, John B. Thumpson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob 





Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trum. 
bull, Turney, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Warren, Wash- 
ington, Wagterson, Westoreck, Edward D. White, Thomas 
W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Winthrop, and Au- 


istus You 160 
NAYS—Meesrs 
on, Richard D. 


Barnard, Bees Bowne, Brewster, Clin 
Davis, Dean, Doig, Everett, John G. Floyd, 


Foruance, Gustine, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Wm. W. Irwin, W 
( Jot Joho PL. Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, Mallory, 
Proffit, Rhett, Rogers,and Joseph L. Willizms—22 


So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose and said, he had been 
informed ihat iis resolution would considerably 
increase the expense; aud {or ihe purpose of as- 
certaining that-tact, ue would move a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote. 

The motion (not being pressed at this) was en- 
tered on the Journal. 
The tenth resoluti 

then coming up— 

Oa motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the furiher consi- 
sideration of the reported and resoluuiens was 
postponed, for the purpose of proceeding to the 
consideration of private business. 

Mr. BARNARD askcd leave to introduce a re- 
solu ion. 

Mr. GIDDINGS called for the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. BARNARD asked leave to read the resolu- 
tion for information. 

Objection being made— 

Mr. BARNARD moved to suspend the rule, 
with a view to have the resolution read, (claiming 
the right under that iotion.) 

And the resolution was then read, as follows: 

Resolred, That the Clerk, under the direction of the Speaker, 


be recuired to cause a measurement to be made of the floor of 
this Hall, anda calculation based theieon, witha view to show 


nyreported by the Committee 


within what compass and circle, or space, in front of the 
Speaker’s chair, the members may be accommodatec on conve- 
nientseats, in case the desks of members as now used should 
ve dispensed with; and that he sutimitastatement and report to 
the House on th ect, witha proper diagram, at as early a 
day as the same may be prepared; and that the Clerk also 
cause an examination to be made, aud stateto the House whe- 
ther, in the case contemplated, sufficient and abundant space 
may not be ‘hrown into a lobby beyond and around the new 
bar, including the lobby behind the Speaker’s chair, to accom- 


mn tables tor writing, and also with 
r for the use of each member. 


a separate box 

djection being still made to the reception 
of the resolution, Mr. B. withdrew it for the pre- 
sent. 

On motion of Mr. GIDDINGS, the Eloure re- 
solved it<lf into a Committee cf the Whole, [Mr. 
Casey of Iitino::, in the Chair,] for the purpose : f 
resuming the consideration of the private calen- 
dar—[onder the rule of the House providing that 
on the first and fourth Friday of every month the 
calendar of private bilis shali be called over, and 
ihese to which no objection is made shall first be 
disposed of.] 

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked the committee to 
take up bills relating to the claims of two certain 
indigent ladies in this District. 

Bat objection being made, the committee pro- 
ceeded in the reguiar order cf the calendar. 

‘Ehe following bills were then read by the Clerk, 
and, not being objected to, were laid aside to be re- 
ported to the House: 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Wm. 
D. Cheever. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Col. Wm. Piatt. 

A bill for the relief of Frederick Hopkins. 

A bill in favor of Ellen Turney. 

A bil! for the relief of Joab Hawkins. 

A bill for the relief cf Wm. Harper. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Fitzgerald. 

A bill for the relief of David Freelove. 

A bill granting a pension to Sarah Decker, wi- 
dow of Samuel Deckers, deceased. 

A bill for the relict of Mary Campbell, widow 
of John ‘Campbell. 

A bill for the relief of Huldah Farlow. 

A bill for the relief of Esther Parrott. 

A bill for the relief of Maria Fowler. 

A bill for the relief of C'arrissa Turney. 

A bill for the relief cf Elizabeth Gresham, wi- 
dow of George Gresham. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph 
Piumb. 

A bill for the relief of Joel Tiffany. 

A bill fur the relief of Mary Francis. 


modate members with comm 
or draws 
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A bill for th: relief of Sarah Woodward. 

A biil for the relief of Be'sey Vreeland. 

A bill granting a pension to Daniel Story. 

A bill tor the relief of Jonathan Britton. 

A bill granting a pension to John Black, of the 
State of Georgia. 

A bill for the relief of James Phe)ps. 

A bill fer the reli: f of Asehe! Kingsley. 

A bil! for for the relief of Mary Ripley. 

A bill granting a pension to Esther Sawyer 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Mocre. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Sammers. 

A bill for the relief of Grace Sears. 

A bill for the retief of Mary Johnson. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Weile, of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Howe, of Avon, 
New York. 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Besley. 

A bill for the relief of Dorothy Bowman. 

A bill for the relicf of Efe Van Ness. 

A bill for the relief of As-os Hunting. 

A bill for the relief of Anselm Bailey. 

A bill granting a pension to Kiizabeth Fitch, wi- 
dow ef Dr. Wm. Fitch, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Mary Congleton, widow 
of Moses Congieton, deceaxed. 

A bill for the rel ef of ihe heirs 0 

A bill for the relief of Samuci E 

A bill for the relief of George Sin filer. 

A bill for the relief of Randolph Carter. 

The following Senate bilis, not beicg objected to, 
wer also lzid aside to be reported to the House: 

A bill granting a pension to Margaret Jamison. 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes, widow 
of klijah Barnes. 

A bill granting a pension to David Waller. 

A bill for the relief ef Joseph PRassctt. 

A bi'l for the relief of Haidah Tucker. 

A bill graniivg a pension to William Rand, 
and 

A bil! for the relief of Samue! Crapiv. 

The following bills were read by the Cierk, and 
being objected to, were passed over: 

An act to provide for the ailowance of invalid 
pensions to ceriain Cherckee warriors, under the 
provision’ of the 14 h article cf the treaty of 1835. 

A bill to amend the acts of July, 1836 and 1:33, 
allowing pensions to certain widow: 

A bill for the rejief of Sam. Patch. 

A bill for the re!ief of Thomas Collias. 

A bill for the relief of Jared Gossage. 

A bill granting a pension to Benjamin Franklin. 

A bill granting a pension to Frederick Perrigo, 

A bill for the relief of Jaccb Euler. 

A bill for the relief of George Newton. 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Hunt. 

A bill for the relied of James C. Hallock. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that the committee now 
rise; which motion was agrecd to. 

The committee then rose, and the chairman 
reported its action on the above several bills to the 
House. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked leave to give notice that 
he would hereafter move (o amend the rules of this 
House so as to authorize a less numbr thana 
majority of the whole number of members to con- 
stiimte a quorum in Committee of the Whole 
House and a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union; and @esired the notice to be entered 
on the journal. 

Mr. CLIFFORD objected 

Several communications were received from the 
Executive Departments and appropriately re/erred; 
among which was 

A letter from the Secretary of War trans- 
mitting, in accordance with a resolution of the 
House, copies of ali instructions given to the su- 
perintendent of United States Jead mines in Illi- 
nois, Wisconsin, and Iowa, since the 4:h of March 
last, touchirg the leasing of said mines, the collec. 
tion of rents therefrom, and the suits (if any) 
which have been commenced against smelters 


f Seth Chapin. 
! 


gecompb, 
f 


and miners; which, on motion of Mr. A. C, |! 


DODGE, was laid upon the table and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana asked leave to in- 
troduce a resolution relative to a private claim; but 
objection being made, it was not received. 
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On motion of Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, 
The House adjcursed. 
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Mr. BOARDMAN furnished the following statistics: 1 desire 
to call the attention of my friend from New York |Mr. Wakp} 
to certain factsappearing upon this record. which will per- 
haps reconcile him to the course pursued by the House in this 
matter. Jt appears here, sir, that the contingent expenses of 
the House of Representatives for the year 1823 amounted to 








i 
$37,818; that they cont).ued to increase until inthe year 1538 
they amounted to the esormvuus sum of $343,261, and ii the 
year 1840, the last year for which we have complete returus 
they amounted to $199,219. Estimating the number of mem- 


bers at 242, these sums give an average as follows 
For 1823, $156 for each member 
For 1838, 1438 do. 
For 1840, 823 Jo. 

I now appeal! tothe gentleman fiom New York, whether 
these facts do not call upon this louse to investigate this enor- 
mous extravagance? Is there notenough in these facts alone 
to justify the course pursued by the Committee of Retrench- 
ment and by this House? fsit not their bounden duty? Ido 
uot say that the members of this House have, for their own be- 
nefit plundered the public treasure; but I do say that these ex- 
penditures are extravagan d euormous—immensely beyond 
the necessities of this louse 

Look, again, atthe item of p ives. The report 
that the contingent expenses of the 2oth Congress 
charge for ninety-fourdozen penknives, amounting 
and for the 25th Congress one hundred and six dozen ps 
amounting to $2,602—an amount greatly beyond the 
of the House, or any reasonable application fof its contingent 
fund. The House is much indebted tothe committee tor these 
disclosures, and J have voted for their resolutions thus far, and 
intend to vote forthe rest. [cannot believe that any member 
of this House, in view of the factsdise!.-ed, will say that these 
matters are beneath the notice of the House. We are pledged 
to refurm abuses: itis our duty todoso. Let us make the ex 
periment; let us begin, and stop) ing this leak will disclose the 
others. 

Mr. CLIFFORD askel ifthe New Jersey members were not 
paid out of the contingeut fund for 1840. 

Mr. BOARDMAN replied that he believed Mr. INcersout 
was paid out of that fund, but thatthe New Jersey members 
Were not. 

Mr. BRIGGS defended the report of the committee, and de- 
nied that any regulation of the mode of supplying the stationery 
was al) imputation on the House or iis members 

Mr. McK AY said if any one would read the siatements of the 
committee, he would be satistied that there had been a great 
waste in the article of stationery, but he did not deem it an im- 
putation on the members (o regulate the mode of furnishing their 
stationery. They havea law on the statute-book which prohi 
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th 









bits members of Congiess from taking contracts from the Go 
yvernment, and that was no more an imputation og the menibers 
of the House, than the proposition now made. In his opinion, 
they had been allowed too much s 
was furnished to the officer of the! le in the a 
and his staff, who had more correspondence to carry on than 
many members on that floor. 

Mr. BOWNE said he was quite indifferent as to the disposi- 
tion of this resolution and its amendment, but he did not fee 
indifferent to questions affecung the reputation of members of 
the House. Statements had been made here which, unex 
plained, would havea tendency unfavorable to the honor of mem 
bers respecting the article of stationery. Now, the public should 
know the members were not responsible for the great cousump- 
tion of stationery which had been shown to have taken placa; 
the reporters and the letter-writers, and every individual who 
thought proper to come there, took whatstationery they thought 
proper, and the extravagance occuraed in this way: he ventured 
the assertion that more stationery was used in this way than by 
the members. There were some other facts which had been 
stated, which were equally worthy of notice. It had been said 
that the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth Congresses had 
been more extravagant in the article of statiouery than any 
other; but did not members know bow this hed occurred. Had 
they not been told how many thousands on thousands of docu 
ments had been sent ali over the country at the public 
expense; and not only during the session, but mem- 
bere had been retaine! here during the recess for that 
purpose, and stationery had been used by cart loads ii sending 
political missiles over the Union. The gentleman trom Con- 
necticut (Mr. BoarpMAN] had charged that the contingeit fuad 
of a recent session averaged $1,400 for each member, and for 
another session $800: and this statement was made in such a 
way as would lead the people to conclude thatit was expended 
in stationery. It wasnot so said, but such would be the eflect 
ofthe statement Now the report showed what the contingent 
fund was spent for: it was made up of a great many items, in- 
cluding engraving and coloring of maps, public printing, and 
wagons and horses; and nearly $10,00) was spent in the pay- 
ment of the New Jersey members, and there was another item 
of nearly the same amount. Now without some such expla- 
nation as this, the statements of gentlemen made on this floor 
would produce anerroneous Impression on the minds of the 
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people. He wasof opinion that some great reforms had heen 
entirely left out of consideration; he thought there should be 
some regulation of the franking privil he found the enve- 
lope paper had cost more than even the letter paper; but cur- 
tail the franking privilege, and they would cut off one great 
source of evil. If the members wished to send documents 
home to their constituents, let them purchase the paper ia 
which they sent them If they effected these reforms, the 
Post Office Department would not be calling upon them for so 
much to carry on that department. 

{It is due to the Reporters for the Globe to say that the ho- 
norable gentleman’s observations on the subject of stationery 
do not apply to them, as they make provision for themselves, 
and have not been indebted to the public purse except in a very 
few instances, when their statione ry has unexpectedly been in 
sufficient for the day’s proceedings | 

Mr. MORGAN replied. He said it was true the Whig 
sent through the country a great many copies of the “Li 
Harrison,” but the other pariy had a'so sent “Dune: 
Speeches” and “Extra Globes,” which had all been circulated 
under the franks of members of Congress 

Mr. J. C. CLARK made a few observations on the same 
subject. ; 

Mr. BOWNE said three millions of documents had been sent 
from the folding room during one vacation, of which two and a 
half millions had been sent by the Whigs. 

Mr. MORGAN continued his‘observations. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD withdrew his motion to reconsider, 
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Mr G AMBLE moved the vious question 

And ere wa i 3 ! 
| Mr. M.A, COOPER m House adjourn, 

On this motion yeu ‘nays were asked and ordered 

and being ta } tlt yeas 75, nays 53 
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The SPEAKER overruled the point of order 

Andthe ques hen recurred ¢ he amendinent of Mr. AR- 
1} Nonp 
|| Pendir which 

On moon of Mr, HABERSITAM, 

The House adjourned 
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